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Ins ide th is  issue:  

     Today is beautiful. Yet, I know that as beautiful as 

the day is, there are folks who have trouble seeing the 

beauty because life is hard due to mental health issues, 

or physical decline, or friend/family issues... and the list 

goes on.  We are all probably aware of the violence and 

unrest in various places around the world and at times 

in our own country as well.  Generally, I would say my 

life has been relatively easy compared to what some folks must 

face.  Often the news reports about the violence and suffering has 

seemed far removed from me.  We certainly have had a couple of 

incidents in the life our church and church family that brought the 

violence close to home.  Eleven years ago, May 19th/20th, we had 

a mentally ill man take up a position in our building in order to 

shoot at the sheriff’s office across the street.  And in the midst of 

that incident we lost our friend, Paul Bauer, and the city lost a 

stalwart police officer, Lee Newbill.  Earlier that evening, the 

shooter had murdered his wife, Crystal Hamilton, and he eventually 

committed suicide in our church.  We had the opportunity to work 

through a healing and regenerative process because this seemed an 

isolated case. We came together and grieved and talked about our 

trauma. And we reclaimed our church building for its real purpose, 

to be a house of worship, a sanctuary from the struggles of life, and 

a place in which to come closer to our God. 

What about those that do not have a safe place and time to heal 

from tragic events?  As Helen, and to some extent I, have had the 

opportunity to visit and make friends with good people in 

Nicaragua, we had hope for their future.  We know a young woman 

working toward becoming a doctor, an organization and its staff 

that are committed to helping communities work themselves out of 

the poverty and the depravations of the past, and a young family 

that came to the US to so the father can attend seminary.  Then as 

unrest hits the country, these people have begun to fear for their 

lives simply because they were willing to ask questions and speak 

up as the politically powerful now in office have, and are willing to 

again, attack, beat, and kill those that disagree with them or in 

some way disrupt the status quo.  I wonder how one heals when 

violence continues, and the perpetrators are the very ones in power 

that should be protecting their own people.  I am again in awe of 

our ability in our community to have peaceful demonstrations and 

have police that do the job of protecting the people of their 

community. This has really brought home the tragic plight of 
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friends who live in a situation where the leaders act as dictators. We grieve the loss of life and 

the fear in which our friends live. 

As we contend with our daily lives, I am thankful we need not look out our windows 

wondering if thugs are gathering outside our houses with intentions of hurting those who have 

disagreed with the powerful.  How can we change the world so that no one need live in this 

kind of fear, and no one need live with the grief and concern that weighs on them as they 

watch what is happening to their friends?  I know that we generally look for ways to wield 

power, to use force to change government leadership, and bring leaders in line with generally 

acceptable norms of care for their own people.  And, perhaps there are ways this can be done.  

I continue to believe that the use of violence and power against some for personal or 

institutional ends must be mitigated in part through shared values that see such actions as 

wrong, and diminish their use through social agreement that such actions are wrong.  And, for 

me, such an understanding comes out of my faith. 

As we have worked through The Bible Project, the study has reminded us of how bad 

people can be to other people, that God has confronted this evil over and over again.  The 

human decision to define good and evil for ourselves rather than listen to God has led to 

murder, slavery, and oppression run rampant.  In the midst of this struggle God has worked 

out alternative ways for human kind.  Removing the people from the evil setting of slavery in 

Egypt, God moves them toward the promised land.  Over and over again the scripture invites 

God’s people to leave slavery behind and to enter into the promised land.  I believe scripture 

describes this promised land as the kingdom of God.  When I begin to be overwhelmed and 

uncertain about how the future will go and how the destructive and life-sapping evil in our 

world will ever change, I am reminded that God has give us an alternative.  We are given 

guidance on how to live into a new age, to know that life can be good and beautiful.  If we 

listen, drink in the grace, and follow God’s messenger, God’s Son, we can live differently.  We 

may never get it worked out so there is no strife, but we can make strides.  We can find the 

joy in a different way of being, in listening to God telling us how it starts with loving our God 

and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  This is countercultural.  Yet in the culture of violence 

and strife around us, the answer needs to be countercultural.  

God invites us to not be of the world even as we are in it, and to be sanctified in what is 

true/real.  This means to be inducted into the kingdom of God and to live by kingdom values, 

the culture of the dominion of God.  As The Bible Project notes, as we read the Bible it begins 

to read us, it shows us our faults and the solutions for our missteps.  It challenges us to make 

the Biblical story our story, and to recognize that our lives depend on the grace of God, the 

gift of God’s Son as rescuer and guide, and the Holy Spirit as the one prompting us to see 

according to God’s vision. 

I grieve that the world rejects the grace of God in so many ways, and teaches us to live in 

unfulfilling ways and to think that violence will create solutions and assuage our fears.  I 

believe it is in turning to God in repentance for the mistakes we have made, turning to God for 

the healing we need, turning to God for a rescue from ourselves, that we might get glimpses 

of, and begin to live into, the shalom, the joy, the fullness of the life God wants for us.  We 

are invited to engage with God through God’s grace in Jesus Christ, and through the word of 

God given us in scripture and explicated through the work of the Holy Spirit and a community 

of faith.  I know I value the opportunity to do this with you, my faith community. 

       Grace and peace, Norman 
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On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, we celebrate the gift of 

the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church.  We will also 

receive a special offering that will help youth in our church 

and across the country form a solid foundation of faith.  We 

will create opportunities to help children and youth to have 

strong and faith-filled lives. 

The Pentecost Offering will support local and national 

youth-oriented programs.  Approximately 40% of our 

offering will be dedicated to our own youth mission trip to 

Portland, Oregon, which will be led by Jeremiah Nealon in 

late June.   

The remaining 60% of our offering will go to three  

Presbyterian Church (USA) programs related to young people: 

 The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program 

— a transformative, faith-based year of 

Christian service for young people, ages 19-

30, in 20 sites around the world and in the 

United States 

 The Ministries with Youth program — helps 

guide our youth by uniting them in Christ 

and lifting them up as leaders and 

messengers of God’s word 

 Children At-Risk — devoted to improving 

education and providing safe havens for 

children who are at risk 

Please generously support the Pentecost offering 

on Sunday, May 20th.  Look for the special offering 

envelopes in the pew racks, and make your checks 

payable to First Presbyterian Church, with "Pentecost 

Offering" in the memo line.  Thank you. 

Pentecost Special Offering Supports Youth 
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Summer Worship Schedule Begins May 27 

Sunday School ends May 20th.  On Memorial Day weekend, we 

will switch to our usual summer worship schedule.   

Starting on May 27th,  

worship will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

This schedule will continue through Labor Day weekend, 

September 2.  Sunday School and our regular 10:30 a.m. worship 

time will return on September 9th. 



News Briefs 

Family Promise Supplies Needed 
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CAROL RENFREW CIRCLE will meet for Bible study on Thursday, May 24, at 1:30 p.m., in the 

Chapel room. The study of Hebrews, Cloud of Witnesses, will discuss Chapter 3, In Community 

with the Living Word.  Kathryn Chase will lead the lesson.  Sally Amador is hostess.  Texts to read 

for this lesson are Hebrews 1:1-3a; Genesis 1:1-5; Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 1:1-5, 14; Hebrews 

4:12-13.  All women are welcome to attend for study and fellowship.  This will be the last meeting 

until September. 

AN EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR will be held Sunday, May 13, 2018, at 3 p.m. at the 

Robinson County Park, North Picnic Shelter.  The ceremony will honor new Troop 344 Eagle Scouts 

Asher Carr-Chellman, Jules Carr-Chellman, Jon Glaser, and Cooper Hanks.  A dessert reception 

will follow the ceremony.  Questions?  Contact Davin, 814-404-9163 or djc194@gmail.com.  

Congratulations to each of these young men! 

TAIZÉ WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE THROUGH MAY 16  All are welcome to this quiet service of 

scripture, prayer, and song in the chapel room on Wednesday from 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  Prayer shawl ministries are a loving part of many congregations.  

Shawls are knitted or crocheted by volunteers, prayed over, and then presented to those in need 

of healing or those dealing with grief.  The shawls are intended to be symbolic of God's loving 

embrace, bringing comfort and peace to those who receive them.  If you are interested in this new 

ministry please contact: Ellen Johansen, 208-301-1931, ellenjo52@gmail.com, or Sally Amador, 

208-874-8111, amador.sally@yahoo.com.  An organizational meeting is planned for later in May.   

In preparation for our next host week in 

June, we have found we are running low on 

some supplies.  If you can help out, please 

drop off your donated item/s in the Family 

Promise donation box in the hallway near the 

church office.  Sheets should be new or like 

new to maximize use. 

 

 Standard size bed pillows, new - 2 

 Small (portacrib size) baby quilts - 3 

 Portacrib size fitted sheets - 4 

 Kid-themed twin-size bed sheets -  

4 sets 

 Size 5 "pull up" diapers - 1 pkg 

 Adult toothbrushes - 4 

 Child toothbrushes - 4 

 Travel size toothpaste (please check 

expiration date) - 6 

 Kleenex - 4 standard size boxes 

 Clorox Wipes - 2 containers 

 

If you have questions, contact Mary Read.  

Thank you for supporting our families! 

 

As of April 30, 2018 

 

    April     YTD 

Receipts $ 21,290 $ 100,197 

Disbursements $ 21,721 $ 100,831 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($634) 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $46,234* 

*Includes Capital Campaign funds & prepaid  
  pledges for 2018 @ $19,890. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY IS READY 

At the request of the Deacons, our 

new church directory contains photos 

to better help us get to know those in 

our congregation.  Directories are 

available in three formats: a digital 

(PDF) file, a full-size 8.5 x 11 book, or 

a 5.5 x 8.5 booklet size.  Printed 

directories are currently available in 

the church office.  To reserve a copy or 

to request an electronic version, send 

an email to the church office at 

office@fpcmoscow.org. 

Finance Report 

mailto:djc194@gmail.com
mailto:ellenjo52@gmail.com
mailto:amador.sally@yahoo.com
mailto:idahoreader@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS 

 

Senior Meal Site 
Enjoy a nutritious meal with  

old and new friends!  

Tuesdays & Thursdays at the 1912 Center  

412 East Third Street, Moscow  

Salad Bar at 11:30 am | Main Course at 12 noon 

Plus Soup & Dessert  

Suggested (optional) donation for seniors  

60 and older: $5 / Non-seniors price: $7  

Operated by  

Friendly Neighbors Senior Citizens, Inc. 

 

Home Delivery of Meals 
Friendly Neighbors also provides meals for home delivery to 

housebound seniors (60+).  For information on how to qualify, call  

the Area Agency on Aging in Lewiston at  800-877-3206.  A phone  

call may be all that’s needed to begin receiving meals.  

 

Moscow Senior Center 
Moscow Senior Center is located in the 1912 Center - 412 East Third Street 

Drop-in for various activities | Open 9 am – 4 pm Monday through Friday  
 

Senior Center Daily Activities Include:  
Monday AM: Computer help 10-noon | Monday PM: Jigsaw puzzles  

Tuesday AM: Chair yoga at 10:30 | Tuesday PM: Pinochle  

Wed. AM: Blind and Diabetic Support Group at 10:30 | Wed. PM: Mah jongg  

Thursday: Open art studio (9 am – 3 pm) | Thursday PM: Bridge  

Friday AM: Bingo at 10:00 | Friday PM: Jigsaw puzzles  
 

Website: users.moscow.com/srcenter  

Phone: (208) 882-1562 | Email: friendly.neighbors@yahoo.com 
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Deacons’ Spotlight 

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES 

      Erika Whittington: FPC Praise Team Director 
 

For the past year, our congregation has been blessed by Erika 

Whittington and her musical talents.  Erika’s musical gifts are an 

inspiration to us all, and it is very evident she sings to glorify God.   

I don’t think I am alone in feeling our worship music is a gift to God, 

and personally feeling closer to God with inspirational and beautiful 

worship music.   

Erika is deeply rooted in her faith and knows why she is a believer.  

Her maternal grandmother was a Methodist missionary in Peru (Erika’s 

mother is Peruvian).  Erika was raised in Idaho Falls.  She has one older brother serving in 

Afghanistan.  She has attended a tapestry of Protestant churches: Methodist, Nazarene, non-

denominational evangelical and Presbyterian, finding the thread that God put in every belief 

system.   

Erika started college at Corbin University in Salem, OR in pre-law, initially seeking a career 

with a stable economic future, and over the years has moved to a career path more closely 

aligned with her passions.  She spent one year at Montana Bible College in Bozeman, MT 

exploring Christian counseling.  She graduated from the University of Idaho last spring with a 

vocal performance degree.  Erika is leaving Moscow at the end of May, heading back to 

Wisconsin and her parents’ home for a short stay, and then off on a driving adventure up and 

down the East Coast.  In the fall she is starting a 6-month program with Youth with a Mission 

in Lakeside, MT.  After 4 months studying and training, she will go on a 2-month mission to 

east Asia. 

Three words Erika chooses to describe herself: perfectionist, kind, and strong.  Her 

hobbies include watching Netflix; reading fiction, especially young adult books; long road 

trips; and eating Peruvian and Indian cuisine.  After chatting with her, I know she is strong in 

her faith and service to God.  One of many memories she shared from her faith journey—a 

child’s curious question, “Every time we sin does Jesus Christ die again?”. 

Erika’s favorite bible verse is Romans 12:2.  

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what  

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Erika’s lasting impression of FPC Moscow?  She felt very welcomed, with an immediate 

sense of home.  She asks for prayers of peace as she is “running towards joy” and the 

uncertainties she will encounter on her journey. 

       ~  Dianne Daley Laursen, Deacon 

Stuart Baxter-Potter, son of Terry and Wanada, graduated from Ohio University in Athens, 

Ohio on May 5th, 2018, with a Bachelor of Arts in Classical Civilizations from the Department 

of Classics and World Religions.  His plans after graduation are to travel back to Pullman, 

Washington to visit friends and his sister and explore his options for the future. 

Congratulations! 
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Camp Spalding Mission Weekend 

June 1-3, 2018 
 

This is an experience with something for all ages and abilities –  

a great family activity.  Enjoy the beautiful surroundings, fellowship, fun, and worship 

with your church family while helping Camp Spalding prepare for the summer season. 

WORK PROJECTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE 

Light Construction  Trail Maintenance 

Bike Tune-ups  Cabin Preparation  

Painting  Landscaping  Minor Repairs 

 

ALSO ENJOY 

 The natural beauty of Camp Spalding 

 Inspirational worship 

 Fun, fellowship, and relaxation with your church family 

 Comfortable, accessible, heated lodging and great food! 

 

Pick up a Registration Packet in the Church Office 
 

Registration cost: $30 per person/$100 family for Friday-Sunday or 

$20 per person/$65 per family for Saturday-Sunday 

Registration fee includes transportation, meals, and lodging. 

Scholarships Available 

 

Join your church family for a weekend of fellowship  

and service in support of Camp Spalding and the  

hundreds of children and youth who attend. 

 

SIGN UP BY MAY 21! 
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Moira recently asked me on a warm day if it was spring or summer.  I realized how complicated 

that answer is when you live in a college town. While we are technically in spring (I still need to 

store my snow shovel), once the school year wraps up, many of us fully step into summer and all 

that entails.  

As a dad, I’m in the overly optimistic stage of summer planning.  I am dreaming of hikes, BBQ’s 

and baseball games.  In the back of my mind though, I remember the stress associated with an 

ever-changing schedule and the chaos the loss of school brings into our home.  

I hope that our Family Ministry offerings will provide support to busy families this summer. The 

youth group has already requested regular events and time to play.  I hope to resume our Saturday 

morning hikes from last summer.  Not to mention Spalding Camps, VBS, and the Youth Group 

mission trip.  

As you can see, it may still be spring, but summer is looming and I am scrambling (and 

praying!) to be ready!  

Youth: 

 Finals Party: June 1st we will host our second annual Finals Blowoff in the Youth Room right 

after school. Snacks, a movie, and games will be provided for weary Moscow Jr High and Sr 

High students who need a break before Finals.  

 Youth Group will continue through May: We will continue to meet at 6pm, Wednesday 

evenings for dinner and youth group until school is out.  After that, we will have regular 

events, on irregular days.  

 Mission Trip, June 24th - July 1st: The youth are participating in YouthWorks summer 

service work in Portland, OR.  I am so excited for this project!  Recently, our female 

chaperone had to drop out of the project.  If you are interested in joining us, please let me 

know.  I have been a volunteer chaperone on a FPC/YouthWorks project and I was blown 

away by the experience.  Please consider this opportunity! 

Family: 

 Camp Spalding Registration is OPEN: Camp Spalding is an important part of the spiritual 

development of students in our church.  Please let me know if you need ANY financial 

assistance in helping your child attend camp.  I need to request a scholarship code PRIOR to 

you registering your child.  

 Vacation Bible School, August 13-17: MARK YOUR CALENDARS.  I am very excited for 

our VBS, which will focus on the Apostle Paul and the early (underground) church. This VBS 

helps children step out of our world of religious freedom and see how brave early Christians 

were about their faith in a less supportive world.  If you are interested in volunteering any or 

all of these mornings, let me know.  I will have more details as we get closer.  

Young Adults: 

 Upper Room: I am not sure what our plans are for the summer, but I am confident 

delicious food will be eaten, friendships will deepen, and spiritual lives will be supported. If 

you are interested in this community and are not on my mailing list, let me know and I will 

add you immediately.  

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com   

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
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May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Noon—Bible 
Study 

6:30p Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervision 

2 
Noon—Bible Study 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Supper 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

3 

6:30a Men’s Group 
at Shari’s 

11a Theology Grp 

Noon—FOON 

5:30p Praise Team 

4 5 

6 

9:15a Sunday 
School for all ages 

10:30a Worship 
(communion) 

7 
Noon—Bible 
Study 

7p Boy 
Scouts 

8 
Noon—Bible 
Study 

9 
Noon—Bible Study 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir  

10 

6:30a Men’s Group 
at Shari’s 

11a Theology Grp 

Noon—FOON 

5:30p Praise Team 

11 12 

13 Mother’s Day 

9:15a Sunday 
School for all ages 

10:30a Worship  

2p Nursing Home 
Services 

14 
Noon—Bible 
Study 

7p Boy 
Scouts 

15 
Noon—Bible 
Study 

6:30p Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervision 

16 
Noon—Bible Study 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Youth Group 

 

17 

6:30a Men’s Group 
at Shari’s 

11a Theology Grp 

Noon—FOON 

5:30p Praise Team 

18 19 

20  Pentecost 
9:15a Sunday 
School for all ages 

10:30a Worship  

21 
7p Deacons 

7p Boy 
Scouts 

22 23 
6p Youth Group 

24 

6:30a Men’s Group 
at Shari’s 

Noon—FOON 

1:30p Circle 

25 26 

27  
Begin summer 

schedule 

9:30a Worship  

28  
 

 
Office closed 

29 30 
6p Youth Group 

31 

6:30a Men’s Group 
at Shari’s 

Noon—FOON 

  

June 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9:30a Worship 
(no communion) 

4 

6p Strategic Team 

7p Session 

7p Boy Scouts 

5  N&V deadline 

6:30p Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervision 

6 7 8 9 

10 

9:30a Worship  
(communion) 

11   Summer office 

hours begin:  9a-1p 
Monday — Thursday, 
closed Fridays  

12 13 14 15 16 

CAMP SPALDING 
MISSION WEEKEND 



First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Through May 20:  Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by coffee fellowship 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

Beginning May 27:  Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com  

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

Lisette Waits, distinguished professor and head of the Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Sciences in the UI College of Natural Resources, earned accolades recently. She was named a 

Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).  Waits’ research 

on conservation genetics and molecular ecology has taken her around the world.  She has 

developed noninvasive monitoring systems that track populations of unique species such as 

the pygmy rabbit in the Columbia Basin.  Waits also won the Jean’ne M. Shreeve NSF EPSCoR 

Research Excellence Award last fall.  She is a strong example of internationally respected 

expertise in UI’s research and teaching ranks.  

On April 16, 2018, Professor Emeritus Jon Van Gerpen was presented with the 2018 

Moscow Mayor’s Earth Day Award as an individual who fosters environmental sustainability.  

Van Gerpen is a leader in the research and development of biodiesel, a renewable fuel made 

from vegetable oils and animal fats that can run diesel engines.  Van Gerpen is part of the 

Biodiesel Education Program, which also received a Mayor’s 2018 Earth Day Award.  The 

Biodiesel Education Program makes biodiesel on the University of Idaho campus from waste 

oil gathered at the Sodexo kitchens. 

       ~ from University of Idaho newsletters 

Church Members in the News 
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