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     In my first newsletter article of the New Year, I 

would normally wish you a Happy and Blessed New 

Year.  And, while I still hope for the joy and blessing of 

the Lord to be made manifest in each of our lives this 

New Year, I don’t have quite the same optimism I do 

some years.  I want to look at the New Year as a new 

opportunity to do the work and will of God in building 

up in love the people around us, and indeed, in the world in which 

we live.  This year, current events diminish a sense of the new and 

possible.  The tragic use of violence as a problem solver is 

ratcheted up, layering violence upon violence as the central 

common theme of solving problems.  We hardly finish hearing the 

angel’s proclamation, “Let there be peace on earth to those whom 

God favors!” before we see an assassination wrought by our 

government.  I don’t think using violence to solve our problems is 

God’s favored way of behaving. 

We can point to such an event as not something we did or 

would do if given the chance.  I have often found myself focused on 

difficult issues far from my life rather than recognizing how I 

engage in the same approach or find the approach closer than I 

would like to admit.  As we divide over how we see the world and 

what are appropriate approaches to doing what is right and good, I 

would be remiss if I did not notice that we struggle to even talk 

with one another in ways that exhibit the “way of peace” of Jesus 

(Luke 1:79).  The metaphors we use for arguing tend to be words 

of war – we win arguments, we put up a good fight, we crush our 

opponents, etc.  If we want change, we often use the language of 

war – the war on drugs, war on poverty, etc.  Is change always 

violent, or is violence necessary for a change to occur? 

So as we enter this new year, I cringe at what seems a reign of 

violence as the assumed way to achieve goals, and wish we were at 

a place where cooperation and collaboration were more highly 

valued approaches to solutions.  For I believe that when Jesus 

invites us to follow him, to listen to him for the wisdom we need for 

living, to see him as our savior, he is leading us to a new way of 

life.  This way of life is built not on greed or avarice, not on 

selfishness or jealousy, not on destroying the other to achieve our 

goals, but love, joy, peace, patience, and the rest of the fruits of 

the Spirit.  Indeed, the gift of God’s love is in part to open our 

hearts to the work of the Spirit that we might produce these fruits.  

And these are the fruits not just of individuals, but of groups, 

Continued on Page 2... 

Volume 20 Issue 1  January 2020  

News & Views 

January 21 — 6-7 p.m. 

First Pres Chapel Room 

     The Stephen Ministers 

invite the congregation 

and community members 

to a special presentation 

by Joyce Lyons, public 

health nurse and Director 

of the new Crisis Center in 

downtown Moscow.  She 

will talk about helping 

those in crisis, and area 

mental health resources. 

SAVE THE DATE 



churches, and even nations.  The complex work of God through God’s people seems to be the 

way God changes the world.  Jesus dies to absorb and defuse the violence used against him, 

and to help us see that this tired pattern of human violence as a means to an end doesn’t 

work for peace and is contrary to the will of God.  

So, for me, going into the New Year is a time to reassess my allegiance to Jesus and my 

dependence on the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  I feel the need to make sure I have 

repented, that is, truly turned to Jesus, the very love of God incarnate, that my vision may be 

transformed and my heart cleansed, and so that Jesus need not ask me the questions he 

asked his disciples in Mark, Chapter 8: Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having 

no bread?  Do you still not perceive or understand?  Are your hearts hardened?  Do you have 

eyes, and fail to see?  Do you have ears, and fail to hear?  And do you not remember?”  

Rather, I want to enter the new year attending to what Paul offers us in Romans 12:2: “Do 

not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 

you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and whole.”  I don’t 

think this is something I can do on my own, but only through the fullness of God’s Spirit at 

work in the body of faith as we are made into the one people of God.  

My hope is we will continue to grow in Christ and together discern the will of God. 

Grace and peace, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 

Are you interested in learning more about Family Promise?  Or perhaps you are already 

involved but haven’t been able to attend training or would like a refresher.  Plan to come to the 

Chapel Room at FPC on Saturday morning, January 11, from 9:30-11:00 a.m.  We are excited 

to welcome new Family Promise of the Palouse Executive Director Janine Rivera, who will share 

her insights and important tips to help us be welcoming and effective hosts.  Please RSVP to 

idahoreader@gmail.com to assist our preparations.  Training is an important component to 

Family Promise and required of all volunteers who work directly with our guests as evening or 

overnight hosts.  All are welcome to attend and learn about this important part of our ministry 

at FPC. 

Family Promise Training Set for January 11 
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January 19-26 is Family Promise Host Week 

First Presbyterian Church’s next Family Promise host 

week is coming right up, January 19-25.  Your help is 

needed to make our guests feel welcome through helping 

set up the rooms, providing a dinner, joining the guests 

for dinner as an evening host, spending the night as an 

overnight host, or helping with take-down or laundry.   

To volunteer for our host week, sign up online at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daaad22aaf94-

family17 or look for the sign-up board in the narthex.   

mailto:idahoreader@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daaad22aaf94-family17
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daaad22aaf94-family17
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Notice of the Annual Meeting of  

First Presbyterian Church and Lael, Inc. 

Sunday, January 26 at 11:45 a.m. in the FPC sanctuary 

Potluck lunch immediately following 
 

The annual meeting of the congregation/corporation of First Presbyterian Church and 

the annual meeting of Lael, Inc. will be held in the FPC sanctuary immediately following 

worship (approx. 11:45 a.m.) on January 26, 2020.  All church members should plan to 

attend. 

The agenda will include election of elders, deacons, 2020 nominating committee, and 

Lael directors; voting on the Pastor’s terms of call; a review of 2019; and presentation 

of the 2020 budget adopted by Session.  Annual Reports, which will include a complete 

agenda, ministry reports, and budget information, will be available in the narthex on 

January 19. 

Immediately following the meeting, everyone is invited to a potluck lunch in 

Fellowship Hall where we will share a meal, visit with our church family, and have some 

fun together.  A variety of soups will be provided.  Please bring a potluck dish to go with 

the soup, such as a salad, bread, fruit, veggie tray, or dessert.   

Did you know that the Best Western University Inn will give our 

church a 10% rebate on our meals at Seasons Public House?  Here’s 

how it works:  When you eat at Seasons or in one of the University 

Inn’s meeting rooms (with Lions Club, NARFE, etc.), keep your 

receipt and turn it in to the church office within 3 months.  We collect 

these receipts and send them to the University Inn, and they send us 

a check for 10% of the total amount you pay for your food (excluding 

tax, tip, and alcohol).  The receipts must be from Seasons or 

University Inn (as pictured here) and should show the amount paid 

and what was ordered — NO credit card receipts.  The money we 

receive from these rebates goes into a special fund and is used for 

various mission needs as designated by session.  In the past we have 

used these funds for needs as varied as the Bovill After-school 

Program, youth mission trips, and support of seminary students from 

our congregation.  So save those receipts for mission! 

University Inn Church Reimbursement Program 
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FOOD NOT BOMBS HAS AN ONGOING NEED FOR PLASTIC FOOD CONTAINERS  Now that 
we can’t recycle those cottage cheese containers and plastic food tubs, what can we do with 
them?  Bring them to church for Food Not Bombs.  They send extra food home with those who  
attend their dinners every week, so they have a constant need for food storage containers.  Drop 
them off in the Deacons’ grocery cart in the lower chapel room.  Thank you! 

MONTHLY OFFERING ENVELOPES are available on the welcome table in the lower chapel room 
for those who would like to use them to help keep track of monthly giving. 

CAROL RENFREW CIRCLE will meet Thursday, January 23, at 1:30, in the church library. Lesson 
Four, God with us When We Seek God, continues our Horizon's study, God's Promise—I am with 
you.  Primary Scripture for this lesson is 1 Chronicles 28:1-21; 1 Kings 11:1-13, 29-39.  Nadine 
Morton is hostess.  Mary Jo Van Gerpen will lead the lesson.  All women are welcome to come for 
Bible study and fellowship. 

CHURCH LIBRARIAN NEEDED  We are looking for a volunteer (or two) to serve as church 
librarian for this year.  Duties involve checking in and re-shelving books and videos, sending 
overdue notices, cataloging new books, and keeping the library in good order.  Training and 
materials provided, but must be able to carry out the duties independently and regularly.  For 
more information, contact the church office at 208-882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org. 

 

As of November 30, 2019 
 
    November Year to Date 

Receipts $ 36,375 $ 256,953 

Disbursements $ 36,675 $ 272,751 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($15,798) 

Cash Balance  
(checking/savings)  $ 17,040* 

*Includes prepaid pledges for 2019 @ $1,633 

Taizé Worship and 
Wednesday Supper Fellowship 

begin January 29 

5:30 p.m.—Taizé service, a quiet half-hour 
of scripture, prayer, and song, in the 
Chapel Room 

6 p.m.—Supper Fellowship, delicious home-
style meals and good company.  Free 
and open to all.  Donations appreciated. 

If you would like to help with set up, 
clean up, or meal prep, please contact 
Ellen Johansen by January 19. 

Finance Report 

2020 Martin Luther King, Jr. / Human Rights Community Breakfast 

Tickets are now on sale for the 2020 Martin Luther King Jr.- Human Rights Community 
Breakfast sponsored annually by the Latah County Human Rights Task Force with the assistance 
of the City of Moscow Human Rights Commission and the University of Idaho Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. 

The Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, January 18 at 9 a.m. in the Moscow 
Middle School Multipurpose Room.  The event is presented to commemorate and 
affirm the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as they relate to our lives and 
futures.  Tickets priced at $10 general admission and $5 for students and youth, 
including university students, are available at Bookpeople of Moscow, Paradise 
Ridge CD's, and through the Office of Multicultural Affairs. 

The event includes a full home-made breakfast; presentation of the Rosa 
Parks Awards for Human Rights Achievement; announcement of winners in the 
Martin Luther King Art and Essay Contest; entertainment by Adrian Crookston; and a keynote 
address by Jeremy Woodson, Manager of Community Engagement for ACLU Idaho.  His address 
will deal with "The Right to Vote: Access and Challenges.”  All profits from the Breakfast are used 
to provide human rights and diversity programs for Latah County schools. 

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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Coffee and Treats on Sunday, Thanks to Coffee Fellowship Volunteers 

Thank you to all the people who served on treat teams in 2019.  Your help in doing this was 
much appreciated and your continuance in 2020 is doubly appreciated.  This fellowship time is 
great for connecting with friends as well as getting to know the new people that come to our 
church.  We have a few teams that could use an additional member.  Not all team members 
need to be present for a particular Sunday as long as there are treats available, someone to put 
out the treats, and someone to clean up.  There are 9 treat teams so each team serves once 
every 9 Sundays. 

Kudos to Jack Camm, who makes the coffee every Sunday and sets out the appointments to 
go along with it.  Coffee is ready by Sunday School time. 

If you would like to be on a treat team or be a substitute coffee maker on Sunday mornings, 
let me know. 

Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Treat Team Facilitator 

 

Spring 2020 Treat Team Schedule 

January 5 - (volunteers) 

January 12 - Team #1 Ed/Marge Schaper, Linda Fleener, Rick & Ceil 
Brigham, Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

January 19 - Team #2 Celeste Brown, Sharon Royce, Susan Billin 

January 26 - Team #3 Corinne/Pat Carey - fellowship time between S.S. & 
Church, congregational meeting and potluck after church 

February 2 - Team #4 Ellen Johansen, Lauren Wenny, __________ 

February 9 - Team #5 Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Kathy Pitman, __________ 

February 16 - Team #6 Nadine Morton, Dee Bush, __________ 

February 23 - Team #7 Mary/Keith Stormo, Amanda Wells, Verna Bergmann, Liz Lincoln 

March 1 - Team #8 Kathy Pitman, Janet/Tom Richards, Sally Amador 

March 8 - Team #9 Janice Anderson, Kathy Warren, Louise Ackley, Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

March 15 (beginning of Spring Break) - #1 Ed/Marge Schaper, Linda Fleener, Rick & Ceil 
Brigham, Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

March 22 - #2 Celeste Brown, Sharon Royce, Susan Billin 

March 29 - #3 Corinne/Pat Carey, Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

April 5 (Palm Sunday) - #4 Ellen Johansen, Lauren Wenny, __________ 

April 12 - Easter Brunch from 9:15 to 10:15 (no coffee fellowship in upper chapel) 

April 19 - #5 Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Kathy Pitman, __________ 

April 26 - #6 Nadine Morton, Dee Bush, __________ 

May 3 - #7 Mary/Keith Stormo, Amanda Wells, Verna Bergmann, Liz Lincoln 

May 10 (Mother's Day) - #8 Kathy Pitman, Janet/Tom Richards, Sally Amador 

May 17 - #9 (Last Sunday of Sunday School)  Janice Anderson, Kathy Warren, Louise Ackley, 
Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

May 24 - Memorial Day Weekend — fellowship only after worship 
             #1 Ed/Marge Schaper, Linda Fleener, Rick & Ceil Brigham, Mary Jo Van Gerpen (Sub.) 

May 31 - #2 Celeste Brown, Sharon Royce, Susan Billin 
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FOON is moving!  
 

For the better part of the twenty years(!) our church has provided high school students with 
pizza, community and an on-ramp to spiritual growth on Thursdays at lunch.  While FOON is very 
much still happening, we are moving to Wednesdays.  

Why the move?  Simply: sustainability and community.  First, 
sustainability: FOON is expensive and has been growing steadily.  We never 
want to turn kids away, but pizza can be expensive.  Our community has 
been amazing, giving extra gifts and buying pounds and pounds of coffee to 
help with FOON.  Yet, the financial burden remains.  Enter Slice and Biscuit.  
The local pizza company has agreed to sell us pizza at a reduced rate ($5 
per pizza).  The pizzas are also bigger and with greater variety of toppings.  Basically, we are 
paying about $20 less per week, for more pizza.  Praise God for Slice’s owner Matt Becker’s desire 
to help keep kids fed and exploring Christian community.  

But why Wednesday?  That’s the community piece.  Four local ministries were also holding a 
pizza lunch on Thursdays at Slice and Biscuit.  Oops.  This event (named “Jesus Pizza”) was 
confusing to kids and we were in light competition with each other.  By switching to Wednesdays, 
we can partner with Slice and provide some separation for the two events.  I love opportunities to 
partner with other local churches.  I am hoping these new church relationships can lead to 
community-wide events for kids.  

Our final hope with this move: by moving FOON to Wednesdays perhaps invitations to youth 
group will be more potent.  Think about it, a Thursday FOON means that a kid needs to 
remember a Youth Group invitation for 6 days!  What is the likelihood of that happening?  Now, 
they can be invited to a Youth Group event that will happen that night!  

Things are happening with FOON!  Please pray that our church would continue to steward well 
this remarkable opportunity that God has given us.  

 

 

Parents Night Out, January 18, 5-8 p.m. – Need a night away?  Drop off your kiddos at the 
church from 5-8 p.m. ...have a date, time to clean, time to nap, or whatever you need! 

 

Sunday School – Looking forward to resuming Sunday School classes on January 12th!  

 

Youth Group – Youth Group will be held every Wednesday of the school year at 6 p.m.  Dinner 
always provided.  

 

Christmas Season THANK YOU’s – Thank you to Chelsea Feeney for her musical leadership on 
Christmas Eve.  Thank you to David Roon for leading our Youth Choir.  Thank you to Liz Lincoln 
and all of the DIY volunteer crew.  Thank you for the gift of many hands making a lighter burden! 

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

1    HAPPY NEW  
           YEAR 

 

 

2 

  

 

3 

  

 

4 

  

5   EPIPHANY 

10:30a Worship—
Gifts Sunday 

6 

JANUARY N&V 
DEADLINE 

  

7p Scouts BSA 
T344 (boys’ 
troop) 

7 

8-3:30 MCC 

 

6p Stephen 
Ministers 

7p Scouts BSA 
T333 (girls’ 
troop)  

8 

9:30a Undecorating 
Party 

12:30p – FOON 

 

6p Youth group 

7p Choir 

9 

6:30a Men’s Group 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

 

10 

  

11 

9:30 a.m. Family 
Promise 
Volunteer 
Training 

12 

9:15a Sunday 
School 

10:30a Worship—
Communion  

 

 

13 

ANNUAL  
REPORT  

DEADLINE 

  

7p Called 
Session 
Meeting 

7p Scouts BSA 
T344 (boys’ 
troop) 

14 

8-3:30 MCC 

  

7p Scouts BSA 
T333 (girls’ 
troop)  

15 

10a Women’s Bible 
Project study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 
Project Study 

12:30p – FOON 

 

6p Youth group 

7p Choir 

16 

6:30a Men’s Group 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

17 

 

18 

  

5p Parents’ Night 
Out 

19 

9:15a Sunday 
School 

10:30a Worship 

20 

Martin Luther 
King Day 

 

7p Deacons 

 

21   8-3:30 MCC 

3:30p Prayer 
Shawl Min. 

6p Presentation 
on Crisis Center, 
hosted by 
Stephen Min. 

7p Scouts BSA 
T333 (girls’ 
troop)  

22 

10a Women’s Bible 
Project study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 
Project Study 

12:30p – FOON 

 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

23 

6:30a Men’s Group 

 

1:30p Carol 
Renfrew Circle 

6:30p Praise Team 

24 

  

  

25 

  

  

26 

9:15a Sunday 
School 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Annual mtg. 

12:15p Potluck 
Lunch, soup 
provided 

27 

FEBRUARY 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

7p Session 

7p Scouts BSA 
T344 (boys’ 
troop) Court 
of Honor 

28 

8-3:30 MCC 

 

7p Scouts BSA 
T333 (girls’ 
troop)  

29 

10a Women’s Bible 
Project study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 
Project Study 

12:30p – FOON 

5:30p Taizé worship 

6p Supper Fellowship 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

30 

6:30a Men’s Group 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

 31   

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

<— FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK —> 



First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by coffee fellowship 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

In the Mailbox 

From Food Not Bombs Attendees and Volunteers 

Thank you for all you do.  This means a lot to a lot of people.—Jackie 

Thank you for everything you are doing for the help of people, especially dinner and clothes and 
food.—Ben 

We are grateful for allowing us to use this space.—Tedd 

Many blessings for all your good.—JW 

Thank you for doing this. This is a good thing you did for the community.—Edward 

Thank you for all you do.—Abby 

Thanks so much for allowing us to have meals here.  Helps a great deal.   
With God’s love, Marcia & Doug 

Thank you for letting us use this place.—Kathryn 

Our community, our meals, and our hearts have grown so much in your wonderful church.  Thank 
you for spreading love and light to all dark places.—Henri 

 

From Tapestry Women’s Choir 

Thank you so much for hosting our Tapestry Christmas concert.  Your facilities are so beautiful 

and welcoming and we love singing there!  We appreciate your kindness in once again renewing 

our partnership of former years and we look forward to many more concerts with you as our 

gracious hosts.  Thank you!  


