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Dear Friends, 

     While we move through the beauty and exuberance 

of spring in the natural world, this seems to contrast 

with our concerns over the pandemic and our grieving 

nation.  We have so much going on while having to 

maintain distancing and keeping the church building 

closed to be safe.  So let me take minute to talk about some of the 

concerns that face us at the moment. 

First, we have a global pandemic happening.  We must consider 

this fact when we assess how we continue to live our life of faith 

together.  We are constantly assessing and trying to discern what 

are the best practices.  We have had to become more able to put 

worship and other activities online, and yet we find these 

inadequate and may, as I do, long for a time when we can be 

together in a physical space.   

We have a team working to see that we prepare for our 

eventual reopening wisely and safely, and to help us decide when 

that might be.  This process seems difficult as many of us want to 

be together, yet we need to be safe and, particularly, keep our 

most vulnerable safe. (Some of us are wondering how we joined 

that category but realize we need to be careful.)  The news about 

and understanding of this virus seem to continually be changing.  

Another difficult aspect of planning is the long period of infection 

without symptoms, leading to delays in our fully understanding 

what is happening among us today.  We will be taking all of this 

into consideration as we look for ways we might begin to have 

some options for gathering for worship.  Yet, we know that some 

will not be comfortable coming to a service in the sanctuary for 

some time to come.  We do plan to continue to make either a live 

video (live streaming) of the church service or an online 

prerecorded video available into the future ,even after we have 

opened the sanctuary to worship there.  Do give your feedback and 

keep your ears open to what we are doing in relation to reopening 

the church. 

While I feel removed from direct experience of the protests and 

attendant grief, I feel the weight of pain that has led our nation to 

this moment.  I have posted a few responses on Facebook.  I do 

feel like some of the experiences people are having is best heard 

from those with first hand experience.  The tragedy of George 
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Floyd’s death, and the deep seated concerns it inflamed, are something we cannot take 

lightly.  Furthermore, our leadership seems to throw more fuel on the fire and offers no path 

toward reconciliation and change to address the concerns of the protesters.  I am deeply 

saddened, and I grieve.  We must not lose sight of others’ pain.  We must reflect on how 

wrong police violence is and see it as a symptom of something that goes deep in our nation’s 

psyche.  I am offering the opportunity for us to look more closely at our own prejudices and 

how we might become more a part of the solution than the problem.  But as with the 

pandemic, I don’t think there is any quick fix, and our work may take much time. 

With these national and international problems before us, we also must notice that the 

suffering both of these cause can be right here in our community as well.  The economic 

dislocation due to job loss and the anxiety this brings around supporting one’s self and/or 

one’s family is present in our community.  The anguish of those who too often know the 

prejudice of skin color and find that another death brings the violence of prejudice closer and 

makes the fear more real is in our community.  My sense is we have been living for many 

years hearing of problems that may lead to a dystopian future, but denying it in our daily 

living because, well, we generally have it pretty good.  Those problems seem theoretical and 

removed from our daily activities.  Now we have some issues that are at least knocking 

insistently at our door, if they have not already opened the door and entered into our lives.  

We cannot ignore the pandemic and think it will just go away.  We cannot ignore the 

economic dislocation and loss that may affect us all to some extent.  We cannot ignore the 

depth of pain and suffering that is leading to the protests that have swept the nation.  We are 

likely already tired of the way our lives have changed, and still we do not have a clear way 

forward, but rather, have a future seems murkier than ever.  If we can stay in the moment 

and enjoy the beauty of nature or the joy of children, we have a reprieve.  Yet, the issues, 

and protests, and changes are never far from us. 

I wish none of the were happening. I have found that the best way to face reality is to 

turn to God.  Surely in hard times we turn to God for solace.  As with children, a parent can 

not always give the solace the child wants.  So as I turn to God I realize I may not always 

find solace.  I may find that I am challenged to move beyond my own desire for solace and 

hear the question ‘how will you help others’ in whatever form that may take.  I am challenged 

by the words ‘love you neighbor’ and even ‘love your enemy’.  I find in turning to God that 

grace is not cheap and peace is not easy.  To fully embrace grace means to accept that others 

need it too, and that I don’t fully experience grace myself unless I learn to extend grace to 

others.  As noted in the sermon on May 31, when Jesus said, “When you retain the sins of 

any they are retained, and when you forgive the sins of any they are forgiven,” we are given 

a choice to live with the brokenness of retained sins or to take the opportunity to offer 

forgiveness and work toward healing and wholeness.   

The times are challenging, and while Jesus does not weigh us down with ill fitting yokes, 

we seem to do so to ourselves pretty well.  For me, the only way through this is by the grace 

of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  Faith gives foundational 

footing , but may also lead to taking up our cross to follow Jesus.  We pray that the time of 

testing does not come, but when it does, our best hope is in the one that can take us through 

the valley of the shadow of death and enable us to not fear evil.  If we are willing to take 

direction and do God’s will, God will lead us to new life through reconciliation, forgiveness, 

and our becoming, and growing into, what it means follow Jesus. 

Grace and peace, 

 Norman 
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We are a community of faith even though we are not able to join one another for on-site 
worship, a hug and a cup of coffee.  We yearn for time together and we are carefully 
considering when and how we can gather in communal worship.  A group of Elders and 
Deacons are reviewing guidance from the State of Idaho, Presbytery and other sources to 
prepare Moscow First Presbyterian Church for some form of on-site worship. 

How are how you are feeling about returning to on-site worship?  You will be sent a very 
brief survey and we ask that you quickly respond.  Please let us know about your readiness to 
return. Your advice will be important to our committee.    

We will continue online worship through at least June 14th. 

Please do not enter the church building unless you have essential business, and then you 
are strongly urged to wear a mask, use hand sanitizer and wipe down surfaces that you touch. 
Please do not come into the office if others are using the space, and again, sanitize any 
surfaces that you touch.  Do not enter the Day School wing or Fellowship Hall/kitchen area. 

     We will soon be together even if 
our social spaces feel different and 
the worship experience may be 
changed.  We are deeply respectful 
of health situations that may make 
you vulnerable, and we will make 
every effort to reduce those risks.  
We will show our love with face 
masks and practices that may seem 
strange at first.  We will also 
continue to offer online worship for 
those who are not yet able to return. 

Please contact Pastor Norman or Kathy Pendegraft if you have needs. We can provide care 
by phone, Zoom, Facetime, and perhaps other ways until we are able to meet again.   

COVID-19 UPDATE 
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     Moscow FPC will host Family Promise guests (remotely) July 19-26.  
Due to COVID-19, the families currently are staying overnight at local 
hotels, rather than in faith community buildings.  We anticipate that will 
still be the case in July.  We will provide evening meals for the families, 
like we did in March, so watch for a sign-up announcement from Sign Up 
Genius in mid-June. 

     As these logistical adjustments continue, financial contributions to 
Family Promise of the Palouse are needed to meet unanticipated 
expenses.  If you would like to donate, you can do so online at 

www.familypromisepalouse.org, or mail a check to Family Promise of the Palouse, P.O. Box 
9389, Moscow, ID, 83843.   

Many of you have been able to provide needed clothing and other items for current families. 
This is very much appreciated, and we will continue to share future needs on the FPC Facebook 
Group.  There is a drop off center in the vestibule of the Family Promise facility, so you don't 
have to actually go into the building to leave donations.  

Family Promise Host Week and Update 

http://www.familypromisepalouse.org


Accompanist Vacancy 
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After three years sharing her musical gifts as FPC Accompanist, Megan Rich will 
be leaving Moscow at the end of the summer to continue her studies at the 
University of South Carolina.  We will recognize her valuable contributions to our 
community in July.  With this transition, we are now searching for an Accompanist 
for our music ministry.  Please spread the word about this vacancy.  Details about 
this opportunity and the application process will be posted soon on our website and 
weekly announcements, and advertised regionally. 

Safe Church Project Update 

Session has approved a bid from Fisher 
Systems for installing new electronic locks 
on the church’s entry doors.  Phase 1 will be 
completed this summer, and Phase 2 will be 
completed as contributions allow.  If you 
have not had a chance to donate toward this 
much-needed project, we invite you to mail 
a check to First Presbyterian Church, memo 
“safe church” or give online using Tithe.ly. 

 

As of April 30, 2020 
 

    April     YTD 

Receipts $ 22,693 $ 118,576 
Disbursements $ 21,526 $ 104,353 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $14,223 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $44,479* 
 
* Includes prepaid pledges for 2020 @ $2,602 

Finance Report 

Support the Deacons’ Benevolence Fund 

When considering ways to provide support for community members in need, don't 
forget the Deacon's Benevolence Fund.  It provides financial support for the Deacon's 
Emergency Fund which assists needy individuals with things like gas vouchers, 
grocery gift cards, help with rent and utilities, or temporary motel housing.  Requests 
for funds have been fewer recently because the church building has been closed, but 
we anticipate that there will be an upsurge during the summer months as restrictions 
ease.  Thank you for your generous support! 

Susan Billin, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Camp Spalding has been designated by the Deacons as the recipient 
of the July First Sunday offering.  In the past, the offering has gone to 
Camperships for our youth.  With the uncertainty of the ability to offer 
any in person or virtual camp opportunities this summer, due to the 
COVID-19 virus, Camp Spalding welcomes any financial contributions 
for future operations.  With no on-site camps this summer, Spalding will 
loose over half of its annual income. 

For many, many years, Camp Spalding has had a huge impact and 
been a life changing experience for many of our youth.  This is our 
opportunity to show our support and appreciation for the mission of 
Camp Spalding.   

Donations for this First Sunday offering, combined with 40% of our 
Pentecost offering which session designated for Camp Spalding, will help 
them weather this difficult time.  Please consider giving generously to 
Camp Spalding. 

Deacons’ First Sunday Loose Offering on July 5 

 

 

 

The mission of Clearwater 

Lodge and Camp Spalding 

is to provide meaningful 

Christian programming in 

an exceptional natural 

setting where—apart from 

the daily routine—people 

of all ages may encounter 

Jesus Christ and grow 

deeper in their 

relationship with Him. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
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     While their last semester of school and graduation day turned out to be a little different than 

they imagined, we are proud of our graduates for their perseverance and accomplishments.  They 

are amazing people with a lot to offer the world.  Congratulations and blessings to each of them. 

 

GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS   

Asher Carr-Chellman Adelia Hopper  Bryson Armstrong 

Jules Carr-Chellman  Arturo Bieghler Calvin Dater 
 

 

COLLEGE GRADUATES    

 

Anna Daley Laursen – University of Denver 

Double major in International Studies and Gender and Women Studies, graduating magna 
cum laude with honors distinction, inducted into Phi Beta Kappa.  Will resume the 
completion of her Masters degree at Lund University in Sweden this fall.  Upon completion 
of her Masters, she hopes to do a year internship with the EU, and eventually plans to 
attend law school with an emphasis on human rights.  She aspires to live in Washington 
DC and to human rights advocacy work. 

 

Kristina Davenport – University of Idaho 

B.S. in Animal Production. 

 

Danica Davis – University of Idaho 

Masters in Accounting 

 

Emma French – University of Idaho 

I’m graduating with a B.S in Psychology and a B.A in Philosophy with a Minor in Africana 
Studies in 3 years, as well as most recently being awarded the Outstanding Senior of the 
Philosophy Department, predominately for work on The Hemlock journal.  Happy and 
proud to be a Vandal alumnus as I move on to the next step!  I’ll be attending Idaho State 
University for a Masters in Counseling, with the Marriage, Couple, Family specialty in Fall 
2020. 

 

Simon Halsell – University of Idaho 

My majors are (were?) anthropology and international studies with a German minor.  My 
future plans were to explore some opportunities (nothing specific) in my fields before 
using those experiences to select a path of study in grad school, but the current situation 
has put that on pause. 

 

Audrey Ulliman – Concordia College in Moorhead, MN 

Major in Spanish and Minor in Political Science.  Thinking about eventually going to law 
school. 

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com


405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

Late afternoon light from the stained glass windows plays on the opposite wall of the sanctuary. 

Sunday Worship Moves to  
9:30 a.m. for the Summer 
 

Join us for online worship at our new time, 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres.  
There will be some fellowship chat time starting 
about 15 minutes before the service. 

You may also watch the video stream on 
YouTube starting at 9:30, or at your convenience 
any time later, at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag  

Videos of past Sunday services as well as Taizé 
worship may also be found at the above links. 

The church office remains closed and the staff 
continues to work from home.  You may reach us 
by phone at 208-882-4122 or email us at 
office@fpcmoscow.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org

