
If my people who are 
called by my name  

humble themselves, pray, 
seek my face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, 
then  

I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land. 
2 Chronicles 7.14 

Lael Vespers July 5 3 

1st Sunday Offering 3 

News Briefs 4 

Office Update 4 

Financial Report 4 

Worshiping Safely 

Together 
5 

Safety Guidelines 5 

Staff Vacancy 5 

Links 6 

Ins ide th is  issue:  

 
     The human body is a wonder.  In so many ways, the 

body seems frail and vulnerable in a world of hard 

objects and many opportunities for accidents.  I have 

always wondered if life is given special compensation, a 

certain grace, that allows it to continue and to thrive.  I 

have found it fascinating that the universe seems finely 

tuned to life as it exists.  Physicists suggest there are a 

number of physical constants which, if they were just 

slightly different, would not allow life as we know it.  There is much 

debate about how this came to be.  I wonder if it is not another 

instance of God’s grace.  That surprising gift of forgiving love seems 

to enable life and is often thought of as the impetus for God’s 

decision to create all that is.  

So, I am suggesting that grace may be more prevalent than we 

generally think, and that we are here and have life because of 

God’s grace.  That said, I am reminded of what Paul writes in 

Romans 6:1b-2a: “Should we continue in sin in order that grace 

may abound?  By no means!”  I bring this up because it seems we 

can begin to take grace for granted.  I wonder if it’s too easy to 

assume life has no limits and should have no boundaries for 

humans, and what we humans want is what matters most.  Of 

course, we don’t even leave it as the generic “humans.”  We create 

prejudices and tribalism, and define fewer and fewer as chosen and 

deserving humans.  Creating distinctions makes it easier to create 

rules to how the game is played that benefit me and mine.  It 

seems that with power comes more rules, such as cultural, 

economic, and societal norms that exclude some and include the 

few.  Privilege is the province of the few. 

I feel like this virus is exposing just how fundamental that 

attitude is to the psyche of folks in our culture.  We are asked to 

change our lives so we might be better able to slow the spread of a 

disease that may not affect us personally, but will definitely affect 

some of the most vulnerable among us.  While we pray, “Do not 

lead us into temptation (or a time of testing), but deliver us from 

evil,” this phrase in the Lord’s prayer suggest there are such times.  

This is one of those times that tests our resolve to care for the most 

vulnerable among us, for those who care for the sick and dying, for 

those who are considered essential but do not really receive pay 

that reflects how essential they are.  We who are older may look 

with a bit more interest on how we are protected by others in our 

community, and by whom. 

In the midst of this pandemic that brings up these issues, we 
are also reminded that some among us have wondered about how  
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their communities and their nation have cared for them even in more normal times.  The history 
of considering the lighter-skinned people superior to the rest of the hues of humanity has long 
been with us and led to feelings of vulnerability and a range of experiences that suggest a 
disinterest or even a malevolence toward people of color.  And black people have borne the 
brunt of this torment.  When the rules of the game favor some over others, the game seems 
rigged and anger seems appropriate.  In contrast God shows no partiality. (Romans 2:11) 

Some of us may feel a time of testing is upon us that reveals our struggles to care for the 
breadth of the human family.  Can we care for the most vulnerable among us as defined through 
a pandemic that is sweeping our nation and the world, and can we care for one another despite 
our difference, particularly difference of skin color?  We have some deep-seated problems which 
the current time exposes.   

We pray that we be delivered from evil, and my hope is that we will be.  I feel evil is all too 
real in the way we are treating migrants, people of color, and, often, the broad swath we call 
the poor.  God seems to suggest we fail to realize the consequences of our actions, and we are 
warned over and over again in scripture to care for others and not to be selfish, to do to others 
as we would have them do to us, etc.  Yet, I feel how deeply I have been trained to look out for 
myself, to think first about how I will be affected and, as a corollary, to not care as much about 
how someone else is hurt, and to think in some way I must be in competition with everyone 
else, so I must push and shove my way to the top.  I sometimes played king of the mountain as 
child.  I wonder if we just call it something else as we grow older, but still focus on being at the 
pinnacle looking down on everyone else. 

Jesus teaches a different way.  In Matthew 11, Jesus is described as having a gentle and 
humble heart.  Jesus wants to care for the vulnerable and the sin-sick souls, not just throw 
those souls off the top of the mountain into the valley of shame.  He warns us that we do that to 
ourselves, but he is willing to show us a different way.  For his is a way that blesses the poor in 
spirit, the grieving, the humble, the merciful, the peacemakers, and a few other characteristics 
mentioned in the beatitudes in Matthew 5.  We are challenged to be his followers and not just 
acknowledge these ideas are good, but embody the good he shows us. 

So, we apply that to our present time.  We are taking great care with how we reopen the 
church, as we want to do so with loving care for all, particularly the most vulnerable among us.  
Thus, when we gather, we will wear masks, not so much for our own protection, but for the 
protection of others.  We are also offering a way to take time to acknowledge and tease apart 
the prejudices that reside within us.  We look at our own prejudices not so much for us, but for 
how rooting out our prejudices may protect others from our mistakes and misguided actions.  
Watch for both – how we reopen with a slow and thoughtful approach, and how we gather in 
smaller groups (likely via Zoom) to examine the strength of prejudice in our own lives.  (Read 
more about this in the News Brief on Page 4.) 

This call to follow Jesus will always be a different way that we cannot equate with any single 
culture, society, or nation.  We are called to celebrate the good of the nation in which we live 
and be cognizant and repentant of the evils it has caused.  For truly, we look to be citizens of a 
different kingdom, the kingdom of God.  That kingdom is to be evident in our lives.   

We live in a different kind of time: a time to use the struggles to help us see rather than 
dismiss our problems, a time to work together for solutions or find our struggles only take us 
deeper into the quagmire, a time to look to God and to listen to Jesus and to open our hearts to 
the Spirit.  When we turn our lives to God, I pray we might become those through whom God’s 
grace will bring good news to the poor, will proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, will let the oppressed go free, and will proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor in 
keeping with Jesus ministry expressed in Luke 4:18ff. 

May the grace of God, the love of Christ, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you, 

Norman 
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Thank you for responding to Session’s recent survey about returning to worship.  A number 
of you said you are ready to participate in an outdoor service, so our staff and volunteers have 
planned an evening vesper service at Lael Retreat Center, our church’s retreat facility just past 
Troy.  Here’s what to expect: 

 The gates will open at 5 p.m. so that those who would like to 
bring their own picnic dinner or wander the grounds can do so.  We 
will not be inside the buildings except to access the restrooms. 

 Please bring your own lawn chairs or blanket, a face covering, 
hand sanitizer, sun protection, and your own drinking water.   

 Vespers will begin shortly after 6 p.m., exact time depending 
upon the weather.  Praise Team will provide music. 

 We will maintain safe social distances and wear masks.  Since 
social distancing will prevent us from crowding together in the shade 
on the east side of the chapel, come prepared to spread out on the 
sunny hillside to the west of the chapel.  Current forecast is for 
temperatures in the 70s. 

Those who are ill, please 
let us know and we will pray 
for you, but do stay home.  
This plan is subject to 
change due to poor weather 
conditions or a rebound in 
COVID-19 cases in our area. 

Please RSVP if you plan 
to attend via this reservation 
form to help us prepare 
appropriately.  You may also 
email the church office or 
call the church office at 208-
882-4122 and leave a 
message.  Lael is located at 1181 White Pine Flats Road, Troy ID. 

 

Summer Vespers at Lael July 5 
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Camp Spalding has been designated by the Deacons as the recipient of the July 5th First 
Sunday Benevolence offering.  Although Camp Spalding has made the decision to hold summer 
camp with a revised schedule, concerns about COVID-19 and their shortened camp schedule will 
reduce the number of campers this summer.  This means they will lose a portion of their annual 
income at a time when they were already struggling.  For many, many years, Camp Spalding 
has had a huge impact and been life changing in the lives of many of our youth.  This is our 
opportunity to show our support and appreciation for the mission of Camp Spalding: to provide 
meaningful Christian programming in and exceptional natural setting where--apart from the 
daily routine--people of all ages may encounter Jesus Christ and grow deeper in their 
relationship with Him.   

Please consider giving generously to Camp Spalding on 
July 5 in one of these ways:   

• Give online using the Tithe.ly app via the FPC website 
fpcmoscow.org or https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246 

• Mail your contribution to First Presbyterian Church,  
405 S. Van Buren, Moscow, ID 83843 

Deacons’ First Sunday Offering in July for Camp Spalding 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdf3FYrX2veGIBzltgCRPJcL2ocS_CWXA3zA7KvUTts3tDIlQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2LOdQuJdLSZCFPK0b3OQEsnxs3bgn-5nkRjKqBDTz8AP2-0UzLrm35-kM
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdf3FYrX2veGIBzltgCRPJcL2ocS_CWXA3zA7KvUTts3tDIlQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2LOdQuJdLSZCFPK0b3OQEsnxs3bgn-5nkRjKqBDTz8AP2-0UzLrm35-kM
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
fpcmoscow.org
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
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ANTI-RACISM LEARNING CIRCLE   In the wake of George Floyd’s murder at the hands of 
Minneapolis police, there is a renewed national movement for racial justice.  As individuals the 
issues of systemic racism and police brutality are overwhelming, and it may be hard to know 
where to start.  And yet, as a Matthew 25 Congregation we recognize the call to act in the work of 
justice.  As a starting place, we will be organizing a weekly ZOOM discussion group for learning 
about these issues.  We will be using Layla Saad’s Me & White Supremacy Workbook and 
resources from the PC(USA)’s Facing Racism Campaign to do this learning.  This group will begin 
with a focus on self-reflection and learning, with the goal of identifying helpful and faithful actions 
to contribute to the broader movement for racial justice.  Email Delaney at 
delaneypiper19@gmail.com to sign up and to receive a scheduling Doodle Poll. 
 
OLD CHILD CAR SEAT WANTED  One of our church members is looking for a used child (not 
infant) car seat in decent condition that would otherwise be thrown away.  It will be "re-purposed" 
for something else (not for a car seat).  Contact the church office if you have a child car seat you 
would like to pass on. 
 
CAMP SPALDING WILL BE HOLDING SUMMER CAMP with a 
revised schedule, some added restrictions, and new registration 
requirements.  Read the latest letter from the camp director and 
see the revised camp schedule at this link: https://
campspalding.org/campfire-message-camp-spalding/ 
 
OUR DAILY BREAD daily devotion booklets (regular print edition) are now available.  Contact the 
church office and we will be happy to mail one to you. 
 
CARING ANGEL NETWORK   If you become ill, let us at the church know so we can pray for you 
and, if needed, bring meals or run errands while you are ill.  Please contact your deacon, Deacon 
Moderator Susan Billin  at 208-310-1151 or susan.billin@gmail.com, or the church office at 208-
882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org.  Our caring volunteers are ready to help.   

Due to the recent increases in COVID-19 
cases, church staff will continue to work 
remotely.  The church building and the office will 
remain locked in the coming weeks, and staff 
members will be available by appointment.  If 
you want to schedule an appointment, email the 
staff member directly or call 208-882-4122 and 
leave a message.    

Pastor Norman Fowler, 
fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Kathy Pendegraft, 
office@fpcmoscow.org 

Director of Family Ministries Jeremiah Nealon, 
aslanscountry@gmail.com 

Music Minister Thomas Pearson, 
thamusikboy@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary John Farbo, 
fpcfinsec@turbonet.com 

 

 Financial Report as of May 31, 2020 
 

    May       YTD   
Receipts $ 20,332 $ 138,909 
Disbursements $ 22,628 $ 126,982 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $ 11,927 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $51,772* 
 

*Includes 1/12th 2020 prepaid pledges of 
$2,602 and $10,000 Rebound Idaho Grant 

Finance Report 

Thank you for your faithfulness in 
sending your contributions, ensuring the 
continued financial health of our church 
and of our ministry, both within our 
church and out in our community.  
Offerings may be made in these ways:   

• Give online using the Tithe.ly app via 
the FPC website fpcmoscow.org or 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246 

• Mail your contribution to First 
Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van 
Buren, Moscow, ID 83843 

mailto:delaneypiper19@gmail.com
https://campspalding.org/campfire-message-camp-spalding/
https://campspalding.org/campfire-message-camp-spalding/
mailto:susan.billin@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
mailto:thamusikboy@gmail.com
mailto:fpcfinsec@turbonet.com
file:///C:/Users/Office%20Manager%201/_FPC/BULLETIN/fpcmoscow.org
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
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We will continue to provide our 9:30 Sunday morning worship service online via Facebook 
Live and YouTube Live throughout the summer.  Links to our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel may be found on the last page of this newsletter and on our website.  

We are tentatively planning in person events, subject to the incidence of COVID-19 in our 
area.  On July 5, we will have a Vesper Service at Lael.  See Page 3 for details. 

Please watch for news about holding more evening services at Lael or on the lawn outside 
the church.  During this beautiful time of year, worshipping outdoors lowers the risk of 
infection and allows more people to come together.  If you have a preference for one location 
or the other, please let your deacon or someone on Session know, so we can 
plan accordingly.  We pray that the current increase in COVID-19 cases in 
Latah County is short-lived, and that we will be able to worship in person on  
a regular basis soon. 

Thank You, Megan 

Megan Rich will be leaving us later this summer to continue her education in 
South Carolina.  We are sorry to see her go, and appreciate her and the musical 
gifts she has brought to us in worship these past three years.  Megan’s last day 
as accompanist is July 12.  Thank you, Megan, and may God bless you. 

Moscow First Presbyterian Church is seeking an experienced accompanist to provide piano 
and organ music for worship services, lead congregational hymns and other worship music, 
and, when safe to do so, accompany the choir at rehearsals and on Sunday morning.  The 
accompanist may assist other musical groups or soloists who will be part of Sunday morning 
worship.  This part-time accompanist will work closely with the Pastor, other staff, and 
worship leaders to prepare for worship services, including rehearsals.   

The accompanist will work approximately 5 hours per week beginning 
September 6, 2020 through May 30, 2021.  There will be 4 weeks off as 
arranged and agreed upon with the Pastor during this term.  Compensation 
will be $100.00 per week.  See the job description on our website for specific 
information about the position.  If more information about the position and 
the application process is desired, please call or email the church office at 
208-882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org.   

To apply, complete and return the application, which may be downloaded from our 
website to: Personnel Committee, First Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van Buren St., Moscow, 
ID 83843 or email application materials to office@fpcmoscow.org.  The Personnel Committee 
will begin reviewing applications on July 10. 

Vacancy Announcement—Church Accompanist 

Church Building Remains Closed 

The church building remains closed to all but essential business undertaken with proper 
safety precautions.  If you must enter the building, please limit the number and duration of 
your visits, enter only through the front door, sign in and out on the sheet just inside the 
door, and follow these guidelines: wear a mask; use hand sanitizer; sanitize what you touch 
(countertops, door handles, restrooms, etc.) using one of the sanitizing wipes available near 
the front door; and confine your activities to the narthex/sanctuary level, the office/third floor 
level, and only use the upstairs restrooms.  Please stay out of the basement and middle floor, 
including restrooms. 

Worshiping Safely Together 

http://fpcmoscow.org/Data/Sites/40/userfiles/pdfs/accompanistpd2020.pdf
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
http://fpcmoscow.org/Data/Sites/40/userfiles/pdfs/accompanist-employment-application-2020.pdf
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org


First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship Online at 9:30 a.m. 

Facebook Live:  

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres.  

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag  

 

Due to concerns about the spread of COVID-19,  

the church building and the church office are closed.   

Staff is available by appointment only.   

Call 208-882-4122 or email office@fpcmoscow.org  

to make an appointment. 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com

