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Ins ide th is  issue:  

 

     Some of us are feeling a bit jumpy and wonder what 

the problem is.  I know the hot weather felt extra 

oppressive this last week, and even the beautiful 

weather of the last few days has failed to lift my spirits 

as much as usual.  I am feeling the daily upward march 

of COVID-19 cases and wondering when it might strike 

someone I know and love, or if I might contract the 

illness myself.  I wonder what the consequences will be.  I marvel 

at our collective chaffing at mask wearing and how many eschew 

the opportunity to keep others safe.  I don’t understand how we 

have come to a place where opinion is matched against evidence 

and opinion wins.   

Perhaps if this were the only worry about our collective life and 

we were standing strong together to weather this storm that 

batters one’s faith and test ones resolve, then I would find this 

easier.  When caring for one another’s health becomes politicized 

and difficult decisions about how to live together are shaped more 

by a partisan divide than real caring for people, I feel a sadness 

bordering on despair.  And we have other real issues, systemic 

issues, that are about the larger world we live in yet will shape and 

impact our daily lives.  We create the despair of poverty through 

inaction, and disregard for the reality of pandemic induced job loss.  

We pit job loss against the increased number who will die or be 

severely affected by the COVID virus.   

I could go on to list a litany of other issues we are facing in this 

unprecedented time in our lives.  Where do we turn?  I turn to God,  

though I wonder how many continue to feel this is an option.  It 

seems to me like my community glosses over the possibility of 

turning to God.  I hear how we can use our knowledge to mitigate 

the spread and the cost the virus inflicts.  I hear another element of 

my community seem to say that no virus can limit how I should be 

able to live my life, and I can disregard the science (it’s probably 

wrong and just limiting my freedom).  While I probably pay more 

attention to the science, what is addressed does not seem to 

assuage my soul’s unease.  I wonder if we have come to focus so 

much on the material nature of our world that sin-sick souls 

languish without cure or even attention.  
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My malaise may be in part simply because of the changes we experience, the limitations 

we now know, the worry about the future, and the anxiety about how we will get along.  

Certainly, these are influential, and I wonder if they don’t open the door to concerns that will 

not be solved by a vaccine or the right stimulus package.  I wonder if the changes have not 

only pointed out how wrong some of our relationships with one another are (like racism), but 

have stripped away a curtain from the hidden idols I had confidence in, and have shown how 

pedantic these have been.  It reminds me of the idea that as long as I can keep the party 

going life seems grand, but when the guest leave and clean up begins, as we face the difficult 

times in life and recognize our real limitations, what matters then?  What matters in our lives 

if our toys are not enough, if our lifestyles must be curtailed, if our patterns of living are 

disrupted, if we find that evil is too close and too prevalent among us? 

What matters to me is the love of God that undergirds all the struggles and uncertainties.  

I don’t think God is going to solve all our problems.  When we create our own problems, God 

does not seem to rush in and save us from ourselves.  I wonder if the image of God walking 

with Adam and Eve in the garden is an image we should take more seriously.  God comes and 

accompanies them, gives them direction, but does not force them to do what they are 

directed to do.  God shows that there are consequences to their decisions, and that they must 

live with those consequences.  Yet, God continues to come and walk with God’s people.  God 

continues to give direction.  People continue to ignore it and do what they think will satisfy 

their desires – and they reap the consequences.   

I believe we must turn to God again and again.  We must not think we have it all figured 

out, but assess our choices and direction according to God’s guidance.  For God does show us 

the way.  This seems to be the way God solves our problems, by showing us the way.  Jesus 

teaches us to follow him in the way, the way of love for God and neighbor.  He suggests that 

accepting his guidance will shape our lives in meaningful ways, and we will experience healing 

for our sin-sick souls.  We will find forgiveness, sustenance, fellowship, and new life in him.  

He leads us to a trust in God and a grace toward one another that enables life to be more 

meaningful and beautiful.  Jesus brings us together into the family of faith even in the throes 

of a pandemic.  And while we cannot gather quite like we have in the past we remain a 

fellowship of faith growing in Christ Jesus, our Lord.   

Our activities are limited by this virus, but God continues to invite us to faith, and to 

entering more deeply into this faith.   While we gather together over the internet or physically 

distance ourselves at Sunday evening services, we do need good ideas on ways to move 

forward and engage in this fellowship for the fall.  For fellowship of faithful folk, the shared 

voyage in the vessel of faith, remains a defense against the forces of evil in our world.  Some 

of this distancing we hope will be limited in time, and, with patience, we will be able to gather 

again.  Perhaps in the meantime, we are given this opportunity to dethrone our idols and 

refocus on the true needs of our souls, the love and grace of God and the direction God gives 

us in living together. 

May the grace and peace of Christ be yours, 

Norman 
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Sunday Mornings Online 

Our Sunday morning service will continue 
to be livestreamed on Facebook Live and 
YouTube at 9:30 a.m. throughout the 
pandemic.  Announcements will be streamed 
beginning about 10 minutes before the service.  
Please feel free to join in the fellowship chat.  
Here are the links: 

Facebook Live (on the public Facebook page): 
https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag/video 

The bulletin for the service, along with the  
weekly announcements, may be found on our  
website: fpcmoscow.org. 

The video and audio quality is much improved over what  
it was in the spring, so if you haven’t watched in a while, we 
encourage you to tune in.  If you miss the 9:30 livestream,  
you may watch services at your convenience using the  
YouTube link above.  We look forward to the time when we  
can once again gather together in the sanctuary for worship. 

 

Worship on the Lawn Sunday Evenings In Person 

Join us on the shady front lawn of the church at 7 p.m. for 

music, scripture, and a message from Pastor Norman.  Please 

bring your own lawn chairs or blanket (we have a few chairs  

you may use if you don't have one).  We will maintain safe 

social distances and wear masks to keep everyone as safe as 

possible.  There is also the option of parking on the street in 

front of the church and participating from your car.  We can  

accommodate 3 or 4 cars in the available curbside space. 

If you plan to attend or are thinking of attending, please  

let us know each week through this online reservation form:  

https://forms.gle/67paJZ9EPqQHiczXA.  If you prefer, you  

can call 208-882-4122, text  

208-997-8837, or email  

office@fpcmoscow.org to let  

us know you are coming.   

This will allow us to plan 

accordingly. 

It’s been great to gather 

together outside!  We will 

continue these outdoor  

services as long as weather 

and COVID allow. 

Worshiping Together 
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SEEKING FEEDBACK 

   The church staff would 
love to have your feedback 
on our livestream service.  
What parts do you 
like?  What is 
working and what 
isn’t?  Is it easy to 
access?  Please 
contact Pastor 
Norman, Kathy, or Jeremiah 
with your comments, 
suggestions, or thoughts on 
ways to make the online 
service better. 

   You will find contact info 
on the next page.  Thanks! 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag/videos
http://fpcmoscow.org
https://forms.gle/67paJZ9EPqQHiczXA
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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MID-YEAR GIVING STATEMENTS 
Our Financial Secretary has sent out semi-annual Pledge Statements (ending 6/30/2020), as 
required by the IRS.  Any questions and/or updates, please contact John Farbo @ 208-882-
1827.   Thank you.  

 
SERMON TRANSCRIPTS 

Transcripts of Pastor Norman’s sermons may be read or printed from the church website, 
fpcmoscow.org.  If you would like to have the sermons mailed to you, contact the church office 
by phone 208-882-4122, text 208-997-8837, or email office@fpcmoscow.org   

 
FROM OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions, ensuring the continued financial 
health of our church and the continuation of our work and ministry, both within our church and 
out in our community.  Offerings may be made in one of these ways:   

Give online using the Tithe.ly app via the FPC website fpcmoscow.org  
or https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246 

Mail your contribution to First Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van Buren, Moscow, ID 83843 
 

OUR DAILY BREAD DEVOTION BOOKLETS 
The fall edition (September through November) of Our Daily Bread, regular print, has arrived.  If 
you would like to have one mailed to you, please contact the office in the next couple of weeks 
by phone 208-882-4122, text 208-997-8837, or email office@fpcmoscow.org.  Due to a mix-up 
in our order, we have not received the large print editions yet. 

 

As of July 31, 2020 
 
      June      July        YTD 

Receipts $15,878 $ 5,196 $169,982 
Disbursements $24,268 $21,214 $172,421 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)   ($2,439) 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $15,650* 
 

*Includes 2020 prepaid pledges of $2,602 per month 
for June and July 

COVID Update 

A committee including elders, deacons, and 
staff has been meeting regularly throughout the 
summer to evaluate the ever-changing virus 
situation and plan for safe ways we can come 
together.  The outdoor Sunday evening services 
resulted from the work of this committee.   

Indoor gatherings do not seem prudent yet, 
so we are brainstorming alternative ways we 
might provide Sunday School, adult ed classes, 
Bible studies, and fellowship opportunities 
safely this fall.  We would welcome your ideas 
and suggestions.  Please contact the office with 
your input within the next couple of weeks. 

Finance Report 

Update on Office Operations 

Access to the church building remains 
restricted due to COVID-19 concerns.  
The staff continues to work remotely, 
and is available to meet or talk with you 
by appointment.  If you would like to 
schedule an appointment, email the 
staff member directly or call 208-882-
4122 and leave a message.  You may 
also call or text the church cell phone at 
208-997-8837 to reach Kathy.  

Pastor Norman Fowler, 
fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant  
Kathy Pendegraft,  
office@fpcmoscow.org 

Director of Family Ministries  
Jeremiah Nealon,  
aslanscountry@gmail.com 

Music Minister Thomas Pearson, 
thamusikboy@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary John Farbo, 
fpcfinsec@turbonet.com 

http://fpcmoscow.org/normans-sermons.aspx
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
http://fpcmoscow.org
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
mailto:thamusikboy@gmail.com
mailto:fpcfinsec@turbonet.com
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     This will be a socially distanced and masked yard sale in the parking lot and/or front yard of the church.  
Proceeds will be used for troop activities.  If you have gently used camping equipment, recreational 
equipment, household items, clothing, or other “rummage sale” type items that you would like to donate to 
help our scouts, you may drop them off in the church parking lot as stated in the flyer above, or call one of 
these scout leaders to request your donations be picked up from you.  And don’t forget to come to the sale!   

  Tim Mathews - (208) 761-1190 or tdmathews5121@gmail.com 

 Tracy Dorigo - (808) 388-3661 or tracydorigo@gmail.com 

mailto:tdmathews5121@gmail.com
mailto:tracydorigo@gmail.com
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A survey of local school districts by the Idaho State Board of Education  
shows that nearly 200,000 students do not have a computer at home and at 
lease 30,000 do not have internet access.  Idaho Business for Education (IBE),  
a nonprofit organization of nearly 250 Idaho businesses, has launched a 
campaign to get computers and internet service to students, giving them an 
equal opportunity to learn from home during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Currently, the Moscow School District is planning on having students  
attend school two days per week and participate in remote learning from  
home the other three days.  Computers and internet access will be vital to 
students’ success.  Fall semester begins the first week of September. 

IBE is calling on all businesses to see if they have spare computers that  
can be provided to students who do not have devices at home.  It also is 
seeking donations from individuals who have a spare computer at home. 

Computers meeting the minimum requirements listed below are good for 
donation to the Close the Divide Campaign. The focus is on collecting laptops,  
chrome books, tablets, and iPads.  The minimum requirements are:  

• 64-bit x86 processor or equivalent with at least  2 GB of memory (RAM)  

• Hard drive (4GB or larger)  

• USB port  

• Power cord  

• Keyboard – Physical or On-Screen  

• Trackpad or Touch Screen  

• Wireless Network Adapter with at least Wi-Fi 5 (802.11AC) compatibility  

• Webcam  

• Noise canceling microphone  

• Headset Support  

If a business or individual has a spare computer to donate, contact Lori McCann at 
lmccann@wvmccann.com or 208-743-5517 to find out how to deliver the computer to Moscow 
School District.  Go to www.idahobe.org/close, to find out more about Close the Divide or to 
donate money to help fund the purchase of new computers and provide internet service.   

Another way you can help is by going to the Idaho Community Foundation website 
www.idahocf.org/funds/internet to donate to the Internet for Students Emergency Fund.  You 
can also help spread the word that these resources are needed through #CloseTheDivide. 

“We don’t have any idea what the upcoming school year will look like” said IBE President 
Rod Gramer.  “It is imperative that we get these resources to students…  We have a moral and 
legal obligation to ensure that that all students have an equal opportunity to learn and succeed 
this school year.”  

Idaho Students Need Computers 

Helping Children and Their Families in Our Community 

Looking for ways to help those in our community who are hard-hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic?  The following articles describe some opportunities for you to help children and 
families in need as they prepare to return to school next month under a hybrid of in-person and 
at-home classes.  Please consider supporting  these organizations as we continue to navigate life 
with COVID together.   

mailto:lmccann@wvmccann.com
http://www.idahobe.org/close
http://www.idahocf.org/funds/internet
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Our Deacons’ August 1st Sunday Benevolence offering will support the efforts of the 
Moscow Kiwanis to gather school supplies for local children.  If you were not able to donate to 
the offering, you may still help with this community need. 

On August 14-15-16 the Moscow Kiwanis will hold its 12th annual "Stuff the Bus" event for 
residents to contribute items from the Fall 2020 Moscow School District Supply List (see 
below).  Your donated items will help eligible students enrolled in the free and reduced lunch 
program receive needed supplies through their school district.  This year, the ongoing health 
and economic crises due to COVID-19 make the need even more 
serious and urgent for our schools, families, and community. 

The yellow school bus will be parked at Staples to receive 
donations of supplies on Thurs., Aug 13 (2pm-5pm), Friday Aug 
14 (10am, - 5pm), and Saturday Aug 15 (10am - 4pm). 
Monetary donations are also welcome.  Checks may be made 
out to Moscow Kiwanis - memo: "Stuff the Bus."   

 
MOSCOW SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPPLY LIST 

Kiwanis “Stuff the Bus” School Supplies Drive 

Binders, folders, and paper: 
Binders – 1” – 1-1/2”, 3-ring* 
Folders – Pockets, no prongs* 
College & wide-ruled spiral notebooks (70 pps)* 
Composition book – 100 sheet, 9 ¾”x 7 ½”* 
Primary composition book 
Packages of college and wide-ruled 3-hole  
     note  book paper 

Writing supplies: 
#2 pencils (Dixon, Ticonderoga) –  
     wooden, sharpened* 
Box of (Crayola) colored pencils* 
Box of 24 (Crayola) crayons* 
Box of (Crayola) Classic washable markers –  
     10 Fat* and 10 Thin* 
Highlighters – green, yellow, pink 
Large (Pink Pearl) erasers* 
Markers – Black (Expo) low odor dry erase* 
Markers – (Expo) low odor dry erase, any color 
Markers – Permanent, black 
Pens – black, blue, green, purple, red 

Pencil pouch or box* 
Small handheld pencil sharpener with top 

Miscellaneous: 
4 oz. bottle of (Elmer’s) school glue  
Glue sticks* 
Backpack* 
Bottle of hand sanitizer* 
Box of facial tissues (large box)* 
Calculator – basic and/or scientific 
(Clorox) Disinfectant wipes* 
Ear buds with a case 
Facemasks 
Plastic (Ziploc) closable bags, gallon,  
     quart and sandwich size* 
Reusable water bottle* 
Non-flexible ruler 
Scissors – Grande 33-5 
(Crayola) Watercolor paint set 

        *Indicates higher demand item 

 Back to School Backpack Drive 

Jackie Wallis, a member of our congregation, is 
organizing a backpack drive to help low-income 
families with school supplies. 

Needed items include backpacks, crayons, colored 
pencils, markers large pink erasers, glue sticks, 
glue bottles, dry erase markers, highlighters, packs 
of pencils, 1-2 inch binders and dividers, resealable 
baggies (Ziplock), pens, notebooks, pocket folders, 
rulers, scissors, plus other items from the supply 
list below. 

For more information, call Jackie at 208-669-3036. 



405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship Online at 9:30 a.m. 

Facebook Live:  

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres  

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag 

 

Due to concerns about the spread of COVID-19,  

access to the church building and the church office is limited.   

Staff is available by appointment only.   

Call 208-882-4122 or email office@fpcmoscow.org  

to make an appointment. 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com

