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Ins ide th is  issue:  

 

     We live with the seasons of nature and the way our 

earth circles the sun.  We have little control over this 

pattern.  We live within it.  I have been wondering 

recently about this idea.  We live within numerous 

patterns or systems that shape, influence, and place 

boundaries on our lives.  Some, like the path of the 

earth around the sun, we have little chance of 

changing.  We live in response to the pattern.  For example, we 

build shelters, our houses, so that we can live reasonably 

comfortably through all the changing seasons.  

We are active participants in some of these patterns or systems. 

We need to eat, and so are part of what is sometimes called the 

food system.  Often, we are the recipients of the work of others, 

exchanging our resources (or money) in order to receive the 

products of those who raise, process, and sell us the food.  There 

are a lot of moving parts in the system.  Our choices, what we buy 

most, what we are willing to pay the most for, etc., influence what 

gets raised and what we have in greater abundance.  This is a 

system in which we participate and which we influence through our 

buying habits and desires. 

There is another way we are influenced by such systems.  The 

way we view the world is influenced by the systems in which we 

live.  We have abundant sources of food as long as we have some 

resources to buy it.  This abundance enables those with the 

resources to buy food to feel a freedom from worry about what they 

will eat each day.  Not in all places in our world, nor in all segments 

of our society, are folks worry free about procuring the food 

needed.  How one views one’s life will be influenced by whether one 

has this worry, or one does not. 

Do we have fears of scarcity that plague our thoughts?  Having 

such concerns will influence how we see the world and what we 

think needs to be done.  The way we see the world, how it works, 

what our opportunities are or are not, will help shape how we think 

about the world in which we live.  Indeed, it is so easy to give the 

things we worry about, the things that seem to deny us our due, 

and the things we fear greater priority in shaping our thoughts and 

actions.  How easy it seems to let these concerns take priority in 

our way of approaching the world. 

Continued on Page 2... 
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Do not be conformed to this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  
so that you may discern what is the will of God— 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
~ Romans 12.2 

I am struck by Jesus addressing this directly as he states in Matthew 6:25-34 that we are 

not to worry about these very things.  How can he tell us not to worry about these things?  I 

think he is suggesting that we allow him to reform our priorities, to help us recognize the 

system in which all the rest are contained.  The system with the highest priority is not the 

world of human creation, but the reality God has created, the creation in which we live which 

is sustained and enlivened according to God’s work and presence.  How easily we encapsulate 

God in our understanding of our world, rather than let God be the reality within which we 

formulate our understandings. 

I am reminded of the passage in John 17 where Jesus tells us we are not to be of the 

world even as we live in the world.  This again seems to me to suggest Jesus is showing us 

and teaching us about the system that is most important to us, the most encompassing 

system of all, the will, way and work of God.  Jesus acknowledges that humans do not always 

get with the system, so to speak.  This is what we call sin, the going off the path.  Paul, in 

Galatians 5:19-21, suggests the worldly system, or works of the flesh, creates obvious results 

which seem to be all about ways of breaking relationships asunder.  

When we think of systems, we recognize that they describe the general way things work, 

and what works well.  One interesting thing about systems is that the individual elements of 

the system are not forced to necessarily act in ways that allow the system to work, and when 

the elements of the system do not do their part the system can have malfunctions.  I wonder 

if what Paul describes as works of the flesh are not ways humans create malfunctioning 

influences in the system of human relationships with God and with one another.  In this way, 

the way we take in life and the actions we take influence the social system in which we live.  

Jesus is describing the way of God in our social systems, and its variance with the world’s 

way.  Paul is doing the same using the words flesh and spirit to indicate the malfunctioning 

and functioning way of human activity and what each produce.   

I see this helping me think about two things.  First, how worldly ways of thinking, 

perceiving, and understanding circumscribe what God would lead me to think, and perceive, 

and understand.  This leads me to want to focus first on God’s teachings in scripture, and 

particularly in Jesus’, as a way to overcome my restricted views and understandings.  I want 

God to be the lens through which I see the world. 

Second, I recognize that how I accept, absorb, and act in accordance with God’s will, or 

not, has real consequences in the world in which we live.  The way Jesus teaches, the work 

Jesus proposes for us, guide us in ways to live that bring goodness to life.  Perhaps this is 

another way of thinking about what it means to live in the kingdom of God.  

May the grace of God and the peace of Christ be with you, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 
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For June, the Deacon’s Spotlight is on Lauren Wenny, currently one of our caring and hard-

working Deacons. 

Although she was born in New Jersey, Lauren’s family moved to a small town in Minnesota 

when she was very young and she spent most of her growing up years there.  She says that it 

was her love of that small town life that led her to enjoy living in Moscow for the last 40+ 

years.  After graduating from high school in Arizona, she attended 

Arizona State University, receiving a degree in Education.  Even though 

she moved away after school, she still has a group of Arizona school 

friends with whom she keeps in close touch and travels with from time 

to time. 

     Lauren met her husband, Dave, when she was teaching in southern 

California.  They moved to Moscow in 1976, where Dave completed his 

Ph.D. and joined the faculty in Forestry.  Their daughter, Melinda, was 

born in Moscow, and they joined 1st Presbyterian Church shortly 

afterward.  Over the years Lauren has served as a Sunday School 

teacher, worked on Vacation Bible School, and was an Elder and a 

Deacon at various times.  She’s always quick to volunteer whenever 

there’s a need in the Church! 

Lauren loves to travel and has spent time in many countries throughout her life.  She loves 

many outdoor activities, but also likes sewing, reading, and participating in book groups.  She 

especially loves spending time with her daughter’s family and her two grandsons.  If you don’t 

already know Lauren, take time to say hello and get acquainted!   

          ~ Sharon Scott, Deacon 

Each month, the Deacons choose a worthy cause to support through our benevolence 

offerings.  The May benevolence offering went to Food Not Bombs to assist them with their 

mission of feeding the hungry in our community. 

The June benevolence offering will go to our church’s campership fund, allowing FPC to 

award camperships to our children and youth who want to attend Camp Spalding this summer.  

Your donations, along with the 40% of the recent Pentecost Offering, will provide up to 50% of 

the cost of summer camp for our kids. 

In July, the benevolence offering will be given to the Weekend Food 

for Kids program.  Moscow School District provides free summer week-

day lunches to any child who comes to the meal-site, but they don't cover 

Saturdays and Sundays.  St. Mark's spearheads a community effort to 

cover that gap, providing more than 100 bags of food to kids weekly, with 

the assistance of volunteers, donations from individuals and groups, and 

help from the Idaho Food Bank.  Each food bag contains easy to prepare 

breakfasts, lunches, and dinners, plus snacks, and fresh produce. 

Offerings may be put in the offering plate or mailed to First 

Presbyterian Church (marked June or July  Benevolence), or give online 

using the Tithe.ly app or the “Give” button on our website at fpcmoscow.org.   

Deacons’ Spotlight 

Deacons’ Monthly Benevolence Offerings 
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Save Our Bricks!  Capital Campaign Underway 
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Brick provides a beautiful and exceptionally low-maintenance external surface for a building, 
but it does require occasional upkeep.  Over time, bricks deteriorate and the mortar which binds 
the bricks together cracks and needs to be replaced.  In recent years, we have had the steeple, 
part of the sanctuary wall, and the Secret Garden courtyard repointed.  But there is much work 
remaining. 

By utilizing a combination of reserves and the budget surplus from 
last year, we have identified funding for the first, most urgent, project 
area, the east wall of the sanctuary, at a cost of $23,000.  In addition, 
through a direct appeal to you, the members and friends of First 
Presbyterian Church, we hope to raise sufficient funds to complete one 
additional project this summer, on the north side, facing the parking lot 
(chapel/library area) at an expected cost of $17,000.  Repointing of 
additional damaged areas will be considered next year. 

Many thanks to all who have already sent in donations for this essential project.  If you have 
not yet had the opportunity to participate in this capital campaign, please consider helping to 
restore the structural integrity of our church building for many years to come.  You can make a 
contribution through Tithe.ly, put a check in the offering plate, or send it to the church office.  
Please identify the “Brickwork Project” on the memo line of your check.  We hope to receive all 
contributions by June 15 so the mason can plan his schedule. 

Summer Worship Outdoors 

Our worship staff is planning some informal outdoor services this summer, all of which will 
include lots of singing.  The tentative schedule is 6:30 p.m. on the following dates.  Watch for 
updates and details in the bulletin and weekly Friday email.  Mark your calendar and join us! 

 

 

Sunday Evening Gatherings on the Church Lawn 

June 13, July 11, and August 8 

 

Sunday Evenings at Lael Retreat Center 

June 27*, July 25, and August 22 

*June 27 program will include a chat with Delaney, who will tell us about her upcoming 
plans to attend Princeton Theological Seminary in the fall under the care of our Presbytery. 

    April     YTD 

Receipts $ 16,637 $ 117,852 

Disbursements $ 19,217 $ 94,344 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $23,508 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $71,390* 

    *Includes pre-paid pledges for 2021 of $21,200 paid in 2020. 

Finance Report 

As of April 30, 2021 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
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Changes to Church COVID-19 Protocol 

First of all, we want to thank all of you for your cooperation in adhering to our church’s 
COVID-19 guidelines and practices for these many months.  We appreciate your faithfulness 
in staying connected with the church, and your commitment to caring for others throughout 
the pandemic. 

Current CDC guidelines indicate that fully vaccinated people can return to normal indoor 
and outdoor activities without wearing a mask and without regard to earlier social distancing 
guidelines.  CDC guidelines do respect the need for wearing masks on public transportation, 
health care facilities and in businesses that require mask use. 

FPC’s COVID-19 Safety Committee recommended to Session that Moscow First 
Presbyterian Church revise current safety protocols to reflect recent CDC recommendations 
for people who have been fully vaccinated, and recent action taken by the Moscow City 
Council to lift the city’s mask mandate effective June 1, 2021.  Session approved this 
recommendation at its May 23 meeting. 

Our new protocol includes relaxing our mask requirement by making mask use optional for 
those who have been fully vaccinated and asking those who have not been vaccinated to wear 
masks.  We also encourage those who have other health risks to continue wearing masks.  

Other COVID-19 safety practices will continue in the coming months.  Congregants will be 
encouraged to sit some distance from one another.  Masks and hand sanitizer will be available 
at entrances.  Signage will be updated to encourage healthy practices and respect for others’ 
needs.  

The vast majority of those who have been attending worship this spring are fully 
vaccinated.  We also understand that we may have visitors who may or may not be 
vaccinated.  We are deeply concerned about congregants who have serious health issues, and 
for those who are not able to receive a vaccination.  We strongly encourage those who have 
not been vaccinated to do so if there are no health issues preventing vaccination.  

Congregational singing will become part of worship, and we will relax attendance limits.  
We will continue live streaming Sunday morning worship services on Facebook and You Tube 
so that all congregants and friends can participate in the life of our church.  

Bible Studies and other groups are beginning to meet in person.  Other activities, such as 
coffee hours, will take place with many of these activities held outdoors during the summer 
months.  We are also re-opening our building to general use, requiring that individuals and 
groups who use the building adhere to CDC guidelines.  

We will continue to monitor CDC guidelines and advice from the North Idaho Health 
District so that we are able to advise Session members regarding safety and health issues.    

  ~ FPC COVID-19 Safety Committee 
     Bruce Pitman, Chair 

The church office is gradually reopening.  Initially, hours are: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

and by appointment 

Appointments may be made by email  
directly to the pastor or staff member,  
or by calling the office 208-882-4122 

First of all, we want to thank all of you for your cooperation in adhering to our church’s 
COVID-19 guidelines and practices for these many months.  We appreciate your faithfulness 
in staying connected with the church, and your commitment to caring for others throughout 
the pandemic. 

Current CDC guidelines indicate that fully vaccinated people can return to normal indoor 
and outdoor activities without wearing a mask and without regard to earlier social distancing 
guidelines.  CDC guidelines do respect the need for wearing masks on public transportation, 
health care facilities and in businesses that require mask use. 

FPC’s COVID-19 Safety Committee recommended to Session that Moscow First 
Presbyterian Church revise current safety protocols to reflect recent CDC recommendations 
for people who have been fully vaccinated, and recent action taken by the Moscow City 
Council to lift the city’s mask mandate effective June 1, 2021.  Session approved this 
recommendation at its May 23 meeting. 

Our new protocol includes relaxing our mask requirement by making mask use optional for 
those who have been fully vaccinated and asking those who have not been vaccinated to wear 
masks.  We also encourage those who have other health risks to continue wearing masks.  

Other COVID-19 safety practices will continue in the coming months.  Congregants will be 
encouraged to sit some distance from one another.  Masks and hand sanitizer will be available 
at entrances.  Signage will be updated to encourage healthy practices and respect for others’ 
needs.  

The vast majority of those who have been attending worship this spring are fully 
vaccinated.  We also understand that we may have visitors who may or may not be 
vaccinated.  We are deeply concerned about congregants who have serious health issues, and 
for those who are not able to receive a vaccination.  We strongly encourage those who have 
not been vaccinated to do so if there are no health issues preventing vaccination.  

Congregational singing will become part of worship, and we will relax attendance limits.  
We will continue live streaming Sunday morning worship services on Facebook and You Tube 
so that all congregants and friends can participate in the life of our church.  

Bible Studies and other groups are beginning to meet in person.  Other activities, such as 
coffee hours, will take place with many of these activities held outdoors during the summer 
months.  We are also re-opening our building to general use, requiring that individuals and 
groups who use the building adhere to CDC guidelines.  

We will continue to monitor CDC guidelines and advice from the North Idaho Health 
District so that we are able to advise Session members regarding safety and health issues.    

  ~ FPC COVID-19 Safety Committee 
     Bruce Pitman, Chair 
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EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR 
Aila Carr-Chellman, of Scout Troop 333, will be honored at an Eagle Scout Court of Honor at 4 
p.m. on June 10 in the church sanctuary.  Aila is a member of our church and a charter member 
of our BSA girls’ troop.  Congratulations, Aila! 

SCOUT CHARTER ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 
We are looking for someone to serve as Charter Organization Representative (COR) for our two 
Scout troops.  The chartered organization representative’s primary responsibilities are to help 
units to be successful and to provide coordination between the chartered organization and 
Scouting.  You can find more information at 04-113.pdf (scouting.org) or talk with Steve 
Bergmann. 

CHURCH LIBRARIAN NEEDED 
Our church library has been a little neglected this year, but a lot of books have been donated.  
These books need to be cataloged and shelved, or passed along if we already have copies in our 
collection.  We are looking for one or two people who could work on this project, and one 
person who would be able to check the library every couple of weeks to check in books and 
keep things in order.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact the church office. 

FIRE SAFETY VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
We recently had a visit from a fire inspector from the Moscow Volunteer Fire Department.  He 
was generally pleased with us, but did find a number of burned-out EXIT light batteries.  The 
inspector recommend that we identify a volunteer who would be able to walk through the 
building once each month to check that the batteries in the EXIT signs are working and that the 
fire extinguishers are properly pressurized.  Any problems would need to be reported to the 
facilities committee.  To volunteer for this simple but important job, contact the church office. 

CHAT WITH DELANEY AT OUR JUNE 27 OUTDOOR SERVICE AT LAEL 
Delaney Elliandi is heading off to Princeton seminary this August.  Join us at Lael at 6:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 27, for outdoor worship, where we will be able to wish Delaney well, hear how 
her faith journey led her to this decision, and come ready to share our stories of what we have 
loved about our past pastors.  Stay tuned for more details in upcoming bulletin announcements. 

MANY THANKS 
We have so many kind, generous, and helpful people in our congregation that I wanted to thank 
the people who participated in the Family Promise spaghetti sauce competition, gave money 
and/or worked at St. Mary’s School for the Family Promise Comfort Food Drive-By to raise 
money for this worthy cause.  Heartfelt gratitude to: Mary Robinson, Karen Huntington, Jack & 
Rebecca Camm, Bruce & Kathy Pitman, John Farbo, Sally Amador, Geoff & Susan Billin, Mike & 
Sharon Scott, Julie & Adelia Hopper, Susan Roberts, and Mary Jo Van Gerpen.  Proceeds from 
the fundraiser amounted to around $3,500.  Thank you all.     ~ Nadine  

MORE THANKS 
The committee for Kathy Pendegraft’s retirement recognition wishes to thank the people who so 
generously made donations towards the gifts for Kathy.  The FPC family was able to give Kathy 
a substantial cash gift, a restaurant gift card, two wonderful religious books, and a small carved 
wooden cross.  Kathy has been our Administrative Assistant for 12 years and has always done 
an outstanding job.  This was our way of thanking her for all her years of faithful service. 

Thank you to all the people who worked on the reception which followed the May 23 church 
service: Sally Amador, Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Julie and Adelia Hopper, Kathy Warren, Mary 
Robinson, Rev. Norman Fowler, and Karen Huntington.  Thank you kitchen crew Celeste Brown 
and Jacob Wells, and all the people who helped clean up afterwards. 

~ Committee: Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Dianne Daley Laursen, Karen Huntington, Nadine Morton 

News Briefs 

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/04-113.pdf


The Personnel Committee is pleased to introduce Lauren 
Nancarrow, our new Administrative Assistant.  Lauren joined 
Moscow First Presbyterian in 2016, and has been active both 
as a choir member and in providing musical leadership for 
Taizé worship.  More recently, you may have seen her in the 
back pew with her 2-year old son, James.  Lauren is a 
lifelong Presbyterian and the granddaughter of a Presbyterian 
minister. 

Lauren attended the University of Idaho, where she 
graduated with honors with a Bachelors of Science in Wildlife 
Resources.  She brings a variety of office experience to the 
position, from clerical tasks to office management.  She is 
eager to use her skills and knowledge in a church setting. 

First Presbyterian holds a special place in Lauren’s heart, 
as it has been her family away from home for the past 7 
years and has brought her great joy and strength during that 
time.  She has had the pleasure of meeting and interacting 
with many members of the church and is looking forward to 
creating bonds with more in the coming years.  Lauren is 
excited to have the opportunity to give back to the church as 
our Administrative Assistant. 

Be sure to stop by the church office and welcome Lauren. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your kind and thoughtful 
wishes for my retirement.  Your cards, notes, emails 
and phone calls mean so much to me, and your donations 
towards my gifts were beyond generous.  As always, 
you have made me feel appreciated and blessed.  

I have enjoyed my time in the church office, where 
I have been able to work with and get to know so many 
of you.  Each one of you has inspired me in a different 
way.  I am grateful to have been able to serve you for 
the past 12 years, and look forward to working 
alongside you in the future.   

     With love and gratitude,  
        Kathy 

Introducing Our New 

Administrative Assistant, 

Lauren Nancarrow 

News & Views Page 7  



June 2021  Page 8  

May was an eventful month for Family Ministry.  Thank you to everyone who volunteered for 
our CookieFest, a lunchtime cookie giveaway for the high school on May 20.  Thanks to the many 
bakers as well as to the intrepid volunteers who bundled up for the cold weather and helped with 
setting up and distributing cookies.  It turned out that the most effective way to get cookies to the 
students was to have student volunteers carry bags of cookies to distribute to their classmates.  
More cookies were hand delivered to students after school as they were leaving the campus.  

Friday, May 21, we were able to take some of the remaining cookies to 
the high school office for staff and students to enjoy. 

     Our second Play at the Park event was on May 22.  This provided 
another great venue to enjoy more cookies as well as playing cornhole, 

frisbee and croquet, plus time on the new playground equipment at Water Tower Park. 

May 23 was the last online Sunday School for this school year.  By fall, we hope to have in-
person Sunday School, but we will see how things go with Covid recommendations as the summer 
progresses. 

 

Coming Up! 

Starting Sunday, May 30, we will offer outdoor programming for kids during the 9:30 a.m. 
church service.  We will sing, have our Bible lesson, and have activities outdoors while the regular 
worship service is going on inside.  Bathrooms indoors will be available.  Parents can join the 
indoor service or remain outside with the kids. 

We’ll honor high school graduates on June 13.  Let me know if there’s a grad in your family. 

Our biggest event on the June calendar is Vacation Bible School, June 21-25 from 9:00 to 
11:30.  Great Big Beautiful World is the theme for this year’s VBS, and it sounds perfect for our 
outdoor program.  We will have our stories, singing, crafts and games 
outside as we experience God's creation on the church grounds.   

VBS requires a team effort as we present God’s truth through creative 
storytelling, scripture, and examples from the natural world.  There are 
many opportunities to be involved in VBS: leading small groups, storytelling, 
helping set up technology, facilitating the art and science activities, games 
and group activities, preparing and handing out snacks, and more.  Please 
contact me if you can help with any aspect of VBS this summer. 

We also have a service event scheduled for the first of July at Lael.  Our youth group members 
will be having a workday at Lael.  We’re excited that we have a pandemic appropriate service 
activity that will benefit our beautiful retreat facilities at Lael.  We are looking for adult 
volunteers to participate alongside our youth for this great day of work ministry.  Workers will 
bring a sack lunch and have pizza for dinner at the end of the day. 

I will be sure to spread the word about any other activities we plan over the summer.   

Thank you to those who support attendance at Camp Spalding through our campership 
program.  I know of five kids from our congregation who plan to attend camp this summer.  I will 
encourage more to go if I can. 

 ~ Julie 

Julie Hopper, Interim Director of Family Ministry   familyministryjulie@gmail.com

mailto:familyministryjulie@gmail.com
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

10:30a Bible Pro-

ject Men’s Group 

 

3 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

6p Moscow Day 
School Gradua-

tion—Fell Hall 

4 5 

6 

9:30a Worship and 

Children’s Church 

 

7 8 
Pastor Norman 

on vacation thru 

June 22 

7p Scout Troop 

333 (girls) 

9 

10:30a Bible Pro-

ject Men’s Group 

10   10a Wom-

en’s Bible Project 

Group 

4p Aila Carr-
Chellman Eagle 
Court of Honor—

lawn or Fell Hall 

11 12 

13 

9:30a Worship and 

Children’s Church 

6:30p Outdoor 

Worship on the 

Lawn 

14 15 

 

7p Scout Troop 

333 (girls) 

16 

10:30a Bible Pro-

ject Men’s Group 

17 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

18 19 

4p Don & Valerie 

Strong 50th Anni-

versary—private 

reception in chapel 

 

20 

9:30a Worship and 

Children’s Church 

 

21 

 

 

 

7p Deacons 

 

22 

 

 

 

7p Scout Troop 

333 (girls) 

23 

 

 

 

10:30a Bible Pro-

ject Men’s Group 

24 

 

 

 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

25 26 

27 

9:30a Worship and 

Children’s Church 

6:30p Vespers at 

Lael Retreat Ctr. 

28 

 

 

7p Session 

29 

 

 

7p Scout Troop 

333 (girls) 

30 

10:30a Bible Pro-

ject Men’s Group 

   

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING (TENTATIVE) 

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING 

POSSIBLE FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING 

OUTDOOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL     9:00 TO 11:30 a.m. 



First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 

In-person in the sanctuary and online at 

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres  

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of Moscow - YouTube  

 

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

and by appointment—call 208-882-4122 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

An early spring visitor to our church, captured on video by a neighbor. 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com

