
 

 

Ins ide th is  issue:  

 
How many times can I say this has been a strange year.? Actually, I 

am looking at more than a year and , to say it has been strange is a bit 

of an understatement. I am, in general, thinking about the pandemic, 

though social issues such as racism, conspiracy theories, questions 

about reliability of our information and so forth are also part of the 

strangeness. Way too early in the summer we had that incredible heat 

wave.  Then, we added smoke and further heat.  The changes to our 

lives due to all of these issues and realities have not always been 

welcome.  I look back and see how hard the isolation has been and how becoming wary 

of getting too close to others lingers. I thought we could breathe a collective sigh of 

relief, but now, with the delta variant, Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends 

we all go back to wearing masks indoors.   

 

 Our Reopening committee continues to look broadly at the risk and benefits of 

gathering for worship and for other activities such as the Bible Project.  The Reopening 

Team feels the burden and difficulty of re-masking, weighing the risks, while always 

listening to CDC and local officials’ guidance about the potential consequences of 

adjusting our risk management. With this said, as the cases have risen again in the state, 

and knowing the what the delta variant is in our community, we must again begin 

wearing our masks in worship and in other gatherings indoors at church.  This includes 

both those who are vaccinated and those unvaccinated, as both can be carriers for the 

delta variant, the data tells us.  We must once again mask up to love our neighbors.  The 

risk to vaccinated folks is much lower, and a good proportion of our congregation is 

vaccinated, but we don’t want to be a place that spreads the virus. 

 

 We do want to be place that spreads the good news.  I generally begin to look 

forward to fall and the restarting of our additional activities.  I am starting to assess what 

we can do and how we might continue our ministry, even in the circumstances of our 

times.  Perhaps, it is especially important in our times. With the smokey skies choking 

my enthusiasm for this time of year, and the prospect of the enduring pandemic bringing 

a bout of pessimism, I feel the need for good news. I need to remember to hold tight to 

the grace of God and the way of Jesus. I have felt pressed down by the weight of so 

many concerns, still, I need to remember and acknowledge again, how the work of the 

Holy Spirit brings hope.  

 
 I feel the need for fall in way I have not often felt it. I need those times we share 
our faith in worship.  I hold the conversations in the Bible Project, and other gatherings, 
as precious and gifts of grace. I am thankful for the family of faith we live amongst and 
with whom we can share this journey.  I am glad we can together build up one another in 
love. Worship and scripture help me to remember and give me direction with purpose 
and meaning. As our lives changed from the ease we had before the pandemic, I 
appreciate our gatherings and conversations even more.  As we hear in Ephesians the call 
to live a life worthy of our calling, I do not hear any caveats like, except during 
pandemics. Rather, it feels to me it would be more the opposite – especially during 
pandemics and other difficult times in life. In this time when gathering has been 
especially hard, I hear the words of scripture inviting us to pay special attention to our 
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life together. In that regard, Ephesians 4:1-16 seems to describe a life worthy of the calling as a life promoting the body’s 
growth in building itself in love. We need this now as much, or more than ever.  

 
Grace and Peace, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 
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Family Ministry is filled with joy to share that Julie Hopper will be serving as our permanent 
Family Ministry Director. Julie has been in the interim position for a few months now. During this 
time she has created a loving environment for the youth and families. She makes it fun to learn and 
connect with God.  It is very clear to me and our faith family that Julie’s heart is meant to share the 

love of God with others. Thank you Julie for being the caring teacher that you are. Please join 
Family Ministry with welcoming Julie. Lift Julie up in your prayers as she continues to lead in this 

important faith position. Julie and I, look forward to spreading the seeds of God throughout our 
world and to grow in Christ.  

And all of God’s people said, Amen! 
Jacob Wells 

Elder with Family Ministry  

Joyful News! 



 

 

 For August, the Deacons’ Spotlight is on Lauren Nancarrow.  She 
was introduced in our June newsletter as our new office administrative 
assistant.  Our church enjoyed having a baby shower for her and her 
husband Michael Casey, and their son, James Casey. James is now 2-1/2 
and can be seen in the back of the church with his parents on Sunday 
mornings. 

 Lauren’s  first eight years were in Mankato, Minnesota and then St. 
Peter, Minnesota, where her mother worked at Gustavus Adolphus, a 
liberal arts college.  She then moved to the South, spending time in 
Tennessee, South Carolina, and Texas. During this time she took 9 years 
of private voice lessons. For a time she wanted to go into vocal 

performance.  Her first college experience was going to Tusculum University, a private and 
very old Presbyterian College, in Greeneville, Tennessee.  She then went to school in Ft. Worth, 
Texas where she received her Associate of Arts degree. Lauren explored several areas during 
her different college experiences, environmental science being another one before situating at 
University of Idaho into Wildlife Resources. She has a love of animals shown by all her pets - a 
dog, a cat, and two parakeets.  Her husband Michael has been a wildland firefighter but is 
presently pursuing E.M.T. training.  Lauren’s mother now lives in Nashville, Tennessee, where 
her mother grew up.  Lauren’s core belief is loving all people for who they are. 

 Mary Jo Van Gerpen, Deacon 

Thank you to all who donated to the benevolence fund in July. The offering went to 
Weekend food for Kids, and helped children from food insecure homes!  

Each month, the Deacons choose a worthy cause to support through our benevolence 
offerings.   In August the offering will be going to the Inland Oasis Westside Food Bank in order 
to help our community members who are in need. 

The Westside Food Bank is located in the Inland Oasis community center at 730 West Pullman 
Road. The center and food bank recognizes the fact that Moscow has high poverty and food 
insecurity rates and they strive to help those who need to feed themselves and 
their families as well as help those who need help with rent. While the center is 
geared toward supporting Moscow's LGBTQ community, the food bank is there 
to help anyone who may need it.  

They are open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Sundays. The Westside Food Bank is on a bus route, so people without 
their own transportation can reach it for supplies.  They not only provide food, 
but also serve as a resource for individuals and families. 

Offerings may be put in the offering plate or mailed to First Presbyterian 
Church (marked August Benevolence), or give online using the Tithe.ly app or the “Give” button 
on our website at fpcmoscow.org.   

Offerings may be put in the offering plate or mailed to First Presbyterian Church (marked 
August Benevolence), or give online using the Tithe.ly app or the “Give” button on our website at 
fpcmoscow.org.   

Deacons’ Spotlight 

Deacons’ Monthly Benevolence Offerings 
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http://fpcmoscow.org/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
http://fpcmoscow.org/
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Summer Worship Outdoors 

 

There will be two informal outdoor services this month both of which will 
include lots of singing.  The services will be held at 6:30 PM, and will occur as 

weather permits.  Mark your calendar and join us for our last two summer 
outdoor worship gatherings.  

     Sunday Evening Gathering on the Church Lawn 

August 8 

Sunday Evening at Lael Retreat Center 

 August 22 

 

    June     YTD 

Receipts $ 15,622 $ 164,150 

Disbursements $ 24,102 $ 143,162 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $20,989 

Cash Balance (checking/savings) $82,500* 

    *Includes pre-paid pledges for 2021 of $21,200 paid 
in 2020. 

Finance Report 

As of July 31, 2021 

Summer Office Hours  

 Monday through Friday 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

and by appointment 

Appointments may be made by email  
directly to the pastor or staff member,  
or by calling the office 208-882-4122 
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Changes to Church COVID-19 Protocol 

 The FPC Re-Opening Committee met recently to review current 

pandemic protocols and discuss the status of Sunday worship services and 

other church activities as we approach the coming school year. We will 

continue to follow CDC recommendations, remain flexible and adaptive, and 

strive to provide spiritual engagement and support within our community. 

Adjustments to current practices will be included in the weekly email or 

bulletin.  

 We continue to offer in-person and video streamed worship on Sunday 

mornings, and plan to again offer Taizé services Wednesday evenings in the 

near future. We are currently assessing options for choir, praise team, and 

other worship components, as well as Sunday School, Youth Group, and 

FOON. We will delay the start-up of Wednesday Night Suppers at this time. 

For children and youth activities, we will generally follow the same protocols 

as the Moscow School District. 

 The current protocols for activities within our building are to continue 

social distancing, and everyone will again be asked to wear a mask. With the 

emergence of the Delta variant we are bringing back masks for all in order to 

protect the community.  

 We continue to pray for an end to the pandemic and for God’s presence 
and grace to be with those who have suffered loss, illness, displacement, and 
other stressors. We look forward in faith and hope to the year ahead, and 
welcome you into the life and fellowship of Moscow First Presbyterian Church. 

 

  ~ FPC COVID-19 Safety Committee 
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WORSHIP ACCOMPANIST JOB OPENING                                                                                  
We are currently seeking a Piano/Organ Accompanist to assist in leading worship and 
accompanying congregational singing. Please spread the word to musicians you may know. 
Application review begins August 14th.  Visit fpcmoscow.org and click on Jobs in the Quick Links 
for more details. Please spread the word! 

 

SCOUT CHARTER ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 
We are looking for someone to serve as Charter Organization Representative (COR) for our two 
Scout troops.  The chartered organization representative’s primary responsibilities are to help units 
to be successful and to provide coordination between the chartered organization and Scouting.  
You can find more information at 04-113.pdf (scouting.org) or talk with Steve Bergmann. 

CHURCH LIBRARIAN NEEDED 
Our church library has been a little neglected this year, but a lot of books have been donated.  
These books need to be cataloged and shelved, or passed along if we already have copies in our 
collection.  We are looking for one or two people who could work on this project, and one person 
who would be able to check the library every couple of weeks to check in books and keep things in 
order.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact the church office. 

FIRE SAFETY VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
We recently had a visit from a fire inspector from the Moscow Volunteer Fire Department.  He was 
generally pleased with us, but did find a number of burned-out EXIT light batteries.  The inspector 
recommend that we identify a volunteer who would be able to walk through the building once each 
month to check that the batteries in the EXIT signs are working and that the fire extinguishers are 
properly pressurized.  Any problems would need to be reported to the facilities committee.  To 
volunteer for this simple but important job, contact the church office. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BACKPACKS FOR KIDS                                                                                                   
There are still some items needed for the Backpacks-for-Kids school supply drive. These items 
include: college ruled paper, pink erasers, crayons, markers, and colored pencils. Thank you for all 
of the supplies already donated! If you have any contributions for the drive please drop them off in 
the church office. Thank you all so much! 

 

News Briefs 

http://www.fpcmoscow.org
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/04-113.pdf
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Well, July was a really hot month, but that didn’t prevent us from having some good times in 

Family Ministry. Gideon and Myrtle spent the first, very hot days of July at Camp Spalding and had a 

great time. Levon was there the following week.  Activities on Davis Lake appealed even more in this 

scorching summer. I heard excited reviews of camp food as well, with specific references to corn dogs and 

frito casserole. It made me laugh to think how these gourmet favorites compare to the food served at adult 

retreat weekends! The kids had a lot of fun in their cabin groups, which is encouraged as part of the 

camp’s Covid safety measures. Other kids associated with our church will be enjoying Camp Spalding as 

August speeds by. We are so thankful for the generosity of people in our church who provide camperships 

so our kids can attend camp. Thank you all! 

Kids Outdoor Church has been going strong. I’ve learned so much, studying the texts, while 

preparing to read and discuss them with the kids, and then acting them out on the front lawn. The kids 

offer surprising insights, and so many details stand out when we act out each story or parable. It is super 

fun to do church outside; I keep expecting some of the adults to join us. We would probably even grab you 

a lawn chair if you decided to participate with us. During the fellowship time after church please ask the 

kids about what they are learning. Thank you Donan for being a guest leader on July 25.  

On July 17th, the Hopper’s and Olsen’s got together at Anderson Frontier Park for a time of 

snacks, fellowship, and lots of chasing each other with spray bottles. Sadly, the badminton set I ordered 

did not arrive in time for us to try it out. We’ll just have to use it at future events. 

August promises more hot temperatures. I’m hoping to fit in another family activity, but we’ll see 

if schedules line up for that. Because children under 12 cannot be vaccinated, fall ministry activities will 

continue to be affected by Covid safety measures.  It’s also time to gather helpers for fall activities.  
Please pray for me as I make provisional plans for fall events.  In fact, I have a whole prayer list. I 

confess, I am better at talking about praying than I am at actually praying. Yet, as I think about the plans 

for Family Ministry in August and beyond, the main message I have is prayer. Please pray with me for the 

kids and families in our church. Pray for the people who have agreed to teach Sunday School in the fall as 

well as those we still need to help with our Sunday morning programs. Pray that we will be able to 

reinstate FOON and make contact with our local high school students, feeding them and showing that we 

care and are willing to offer something freely. Pray that we will have leaders for a youth group that 

hopefully reaches more than one student. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide our prayers, lead our plans and 

inhabit our actions with kids and families in our church and community.  

Even with Covid, let’s look for opportunities for our young people to serve and contribute to our 

community. Pray for me that I will love people - kids, parents, grandparents - whether my activities count 

as successes or failures. Pray that our love will be brave, not just a warm feeling. In fact, don’t just pray 

these things for Family Ministry, as a small portion of our church, pray these things for our entire church 

family at FPC. I daresay we could even pray these things for all believers in our community and beyond. 

Although I’m not sure I’m bold enough for that.  
Don’t forget you can always pray with Moses, “Lord, Here I am. Send Aaron.” Jesus himself said, 

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers” (Luke 10:2). I’m thankful to join with Jesus 

for his work in our world. Thank you for joining me in his work in our church. 

                         ~ Julie 

Julie Hopper, Director of Family Ministry   familyministryjulie@gmail.com

mailto:familyministryjulie@gmail.com


 

 

Letters From Camp Spalding! 

Dear FPC Family, 

 Thank you so much for helping me attend Camp Spalding this year. I had so much fun. My fa-
vorite thing was free time and I really liked the mat because I got to jump into the water. Thank you 

for the campership. Camp Spalding is awesome and I can’t wait to go back. Thank you! 

-From Gideon Wells 

Dear FPC family, 

 Thank you so much for helping me go to camp Spalding this year! It was so fun!! I loved it, 
the food and the lake was awesome!! Thank you for my campership I hope I can go again next year! 

-From Levon Wells 

Dear church family, 

 Thank you for helping me go to camp. I had lots of fun at camp. I really liked spending time 
with my cabin group. I loved the lake and playing with my cabin. 

Love, Myrtle 

Family Promise Update  

I had an opportunity to visit recently with Janine Rivera, Executive Director for Family Promise of the 
Palouse, and by the end of our time together I felt incredibly grateful for, and inspired by, the Family 
Promise staff and board members. They have worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic to continue 
to provide interim housing for homeless families in the program. I am impressed by their creativity, 
adaptability, and flexibility in developing a modified hosting plan. It is through the dedication of many 
volunteers and the guidance of Angie Griner, the new Shelter Coordinator, that this plan has been 
successful.                                                                                                            At the end of 
May we helped launch the interim plan and our next opportunity is coming right up.  We will serve 
as overnight hosts and provide evening meals the week of August 15-22. Families and hosts 
will make use of the Sunday School rooms on our lower level for overnights. Prepared meals will be 
delivered to the Family Promise Day Center. If you can prepare a meal, help with room set-up & take-
down, use your truck to pick-up the bed trailer, or serve as an overnight host, please sign-up at this 
link, or you can email Mary Read at idahoreader@gmail.com.                                                                                                          
 I extend an invitation to all to consider participating in this ministry and live into Jesus’ call in 
Matthew 25 to serve as his hands and feet by “feeding the hungry and welcoming the stranger”. Your 
prayers of support for the guest families and gratitude for the staff and board members are welcome 
as well. 

Mary Read 
Volunteer Coordinator for Family Promise 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4DAAAD22AAF94-family22
mailto:idahoreader@gmail.com
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August 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30am–  

children’s church 

9:30am– Sunday 

Worship 

1:30pm– FNB 

community meal 

prep 

2 

 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 7 

8 
9:30am– Sunday 

Worship  

9:30am-children’s 

Church 

!:30—FNB   

Community meal 

prep 

6:30– Worship on 

the lawn 

9 10 

 

11 

 

12    13 14 
Begin Review of 

Accompanist 

applications. 

15 
9:30am–  

children’s church 

9:30am– Sunday 

Worship 

1:30pm– FNB 

community meal 

prep 

16 
7:00 pm–      

Deacons 

17 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 21 

 

22 
9:30am–  

children’s church 

9:30am– Sunday 

Worship 

1:30pm– FNB 

community meal 

prep 

6:30pm– Lael  

Outdoor Worship 

23 
7:00 pm–  

Session 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 28 

29 
9:30am–  

children’s church 

9:30am– Sunday 

Worship 

1:30pm– FNB 

community meal 

prep 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

   

FAMILY PROMIS HOST WEEK 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 

In-person in the sanctuary and online at 

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres  

YouTube: First Presbyterian Church of Moscow - YouTube  

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9AM-1PM 

and by appointment—call 208-882-4122 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com

