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It’s been a couple of weeks since I’ve been able to be here, so I have the final two 
commandments that I want to talk about—how Jesus moves forward on those and 
perhaps a little recap of what we’ve done.  That could easily take until about 12:30.  So 
I’m going to try to trim this down to the time we have and move through it all. 

 
I just want to note that we’ve been talking through the Ten Commandments.  The 

first three commandments are about our relationship with God: have no other gods 
before me, have no graven images, and don’t take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain.  The fourth is to keep the Sabbath holy, partly to worship, but also to give us rest.  
Starting with the fifth commandment, they are about how we relate to one another.  
Honor your parents.  Do not kill.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not bear 
false witness.  Do not covet. 

 
If we took the “do not” off of those last few, we would have a list of the best ways not 

to get along with your neighbors.  It would be The Top 5 List for How Not to Get Along 
With Your Neighbors.  If you’re going to start killing people, you’re not going to get along 
with your neighbors.  Adultery does not make it easy to get along with people.  Stealing, 
lying about other people, and wanting what everybody else has are pretty basic ways of 
not getting along with others. 

 
So we have these last two commandments.  First, don’t do things that degrade other 

people by what you say.  Don’t bear false witness.  I wish I had more time to go into 
that.  It is so important, and it’s so important in our day.  This commandment does not 
say, “In this sphere of your life, it’s okay to say bad things about others.  If it’s a means 
to an end, it’s okay.”  It never says that.  It never says, “If you’re a politician, you can say 
bad things about other people.”  It doesn’t say that.  It doesn’t take a part of our lives 
and make saying false things right, while in other places it’s wrong.  It simply says we 
should be careful about what we say about others. 

 
We can look at our motivations.  It’s pretty easy to see that sometimes it’s because 

we want to get out of something and we want somebody else to take the blame.  Or 
sometimes we want to tear somebody else down.  Or we think it’s a means to an end.  
Because we can see our motivation doesn’t mean it’s okay to do it. 

 
This leads us to the final commandment.  Some people say that God got to the final 

one and said, “I can’t just keep going on telling you what you should and shouldn’t do.  I 
gave you the basics.  Coveting is what makes you do all those other things.”  Another 
way of saying it is that coveting covers a multitude of sins. 

 
There are those who suggest we are such interconnected people, we are so social, 

that we learn by imitation and one of the things we learn is what we desire.  In doing so, 



we begin to have rivalries over what we want.  Take Jeremiah’s story during children’s 
time about the bicycle he wanted as a youth.  Everybody is going to think I’m cool.  
Other people have it, so I must want it.  So much of our lives can be shaped by the 
forming of desire by the world around us. 

 
The trouble is, when we begin to shape our lives in ways that worry about who’s 

getting what, we can begin to create camps.  We can create “us” and “them.”  We can 
create a set of enemies.  We can create a set of walls, either real or psychological.  We 
can begin to set up ways that there’s our group and there’s the other group.  In doing 
so, we can begin to think we don’t have to worry if we stick with our own group. 

 
What’s the way we usually use to deal with people who we think are going to take 

our stuff or in some way interfere with our life?  We tend now to use law, but the 
tendency throughout human history when we thought somebody was trying to take our 
stuff or butt in somehow or edge into our territory, has been to use violence to stop that 
other.  Who is an enemy?  It’s the one we think is going to take things from us.  This 
tendency to want to use violence to keep others from taking what we have flies in the 
face of what Jesus is suggesting.  It’s incredibly counterculture to hear Jesus say, “Love 
your enemies.” 

 
Oftentimes we leave it at that and don’t take the rest of what he says.  He not only 

says to love your enemies, but to pray for those who abuse you.  He goes on to suggest 
that part of what’s so easy for us to do is to create judgment, condemnation, and a lack 
of forgiveness.  It’s not just easy to define an enemy, it’s the enemy we create through 
condemnation and judgment and lack of forgiveness.  If we walk through this whole 
passage, which we just don’t have time to do, there’s a trajectory that Jesus is taking us 
through.  There are all kinds of things here that we could look at and struggle with about 
what it means to have a change of heart.   

 
Then, he tells us this crazy parable.  Who ever has a log or beam in his eye?  One, 

this description gets my attention.  The second thing we can realize is that in the time of 
Jesus, the eye was associated with emotion-fused thought.  What might be my emotion-
fused thoughts that might be like a beam in the eye?  What gets in the way of my being 
able to see what I need to see or perceive things in a way that is helpful?  What is the 
make-up of my emotion-fused thoughts that gets in the way of being able to be the 
follower of Jesus I want to be?  That’s great Lenten fodder.  What we do in Lent is 
remind ourselves of the struggle and where we need to find the ways of change through 
self-reflection. 

 
When I go through the stuff about loving your enemies and caring about others and 

giving away and all this stuff, my first response might be, “Here’s a great thing for you to 
do.”  When I get to this parable, it feels like Jesus reminds me that where I need to start 
is with myself.  I need to figure out my own emotion-fused thoughts or my own way of 
seeing that acts as some kind of log that gets in the way.  How do we find those?  Well, 
other people might be willing to tell us, but there’s another way.  That is what Jesus has 
just been teaching us.   



 
As we read through it, I imagine that there are pieces of that scripture that are harder 

to read than others.  There are pieces that make me say, “I don’t know what you’re 
talking about.  That seems way too hard.”  That feels like the very place I need to pay 
attention, because at that place maybe I have some emotion-fused thought that’s telling 
me I can’t do that.  I shouldn’t do that.  What it’s doing is getting in the way of trusting 
Jesus, and trusting that he will lead us into the fullness of life.  And, not getting rid of 
that log means that I can’t even take the speck out of my neighbor’s eye.   

 
If you think about those last two commandments, not coveting what others have, 

Jesus takes it even further.  He says not only do we need to let go of coveting what 
others have, but we need to begin to look at ourselves and see where we have that log 
and where, instead, we can let the love and grace of God transform our hearts so that 
we might share the very love and grace that God has given us with others in our lives.  
If that’s not a big enough challenge, I don’t know what is.  Amen. 


